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[DIALOGUE 
| berween a Miniſter | - |* 
| | A N D þ = 7 | 
{ A weake Belecver. | |: 
Miniſter. [ 
TEizhbour7ames,. 
&D\y lamplad to fee 

SU you : But why. 
SAS, are you ſo fad, 
man ? you are alwayes hea- | 
vie,what's the cauſe?I pray; 


you let me know. | 
Az MNerwgh. 
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The weak Chriſtian 
 Neigh, I than ke G OD 


for your love tome ; and. 


care of mee : but for my 
heavineſſe,.I have cauſe: c- 
nough to bee fad all my 
dayes. , 
> Min, What cauſe have 
you more then others ? it 
is 2 durie to rejoyce and be 
merrie, faith hath a peculi- 
ar joy annexed tit. | 
N#rgh?Mbw-can ſuch a 


wretch as Iam _rejoyce at 


any time, 1n any thing ; | 


having fo provoked God 
all my dayes as I haye don ? 
for what am I-but an un- 
godly, wretch ? O how can 


| {ſuch a grievous finner re- 


joyce at all | "Wh 
Hin, What (in doe you 
| | love 
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Rice at all? 1t you live ina | 
ſinfull courſe, I am much 
deceived; and fo. are other 
of the neighbours, who | 


God heareth not. 


tranſgrefle in all I do;there 
1s not a day comes over my 
head, bur-I breake out into | 


ly commanded, 


| yp ==ntm= 


love or delight in, or pra- | 


judge notifo of you, as.to | 
 be-a \finner-(1n the Scrip- | 
ture ſenſe) ſuch a ſinner as | 


Neighs W hatſoever you | 
judge of mee, or others, | 
L know what I am, beſt of] 
all others: and lIamſure I | 


ſomething or other which | 
{I am forbidden, and leave | 
| undon many duties expreſ(- 


Min. Say you doe it : 


—_— 


Lach . A3-. who | 


_—C__ 


O——_ 


[| 4 


: 
$f 
i 

: 

J 

| 


lbe'rid of them ? 


| fort in hearing, they ſtop 


| ling *but I thinke it is im- 
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, who doth. not 2 I wonld 
 faine ſee ſuch a man, as (if 
| he enter into a due ſearch 
of him(ſelfe) ſhall not finde 
many failings,& oftEtimes | 
erofle evills : but what of | 


that?you do confefſe them, 
- and they are grievous unto 
you, and burthenſome, are 
they not ? would mot you 


| Neigh. Be rid of them | 
fay you! who would notbe | 
rid of their fin and corrup- 
[tion ? I can take no com- 


[my mouth in praying, and 
diſcourage mee in my cal- | 


poflible tobe rid of them. 
Min. Impoſſible, man ? 
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Reſolved. 


for God? Men may fo con- 
ceive indeed, but with God 
all things are poſſible, and 


all things are poſſible to | 


- | him that beleeveth. 
| Netgh. 1 have been thus 
; perplexed a long time, and 


uſed all means to get free- 


dome, and yet am ia bon- 


| dage, and cannot get liber- | 


tie by ay means. 


but not that meanes which 


| get rid of ſuch diftrefſes as 
fog as you live, but rather 
{increaſe it more and more, 
| and intangle your felf daily 
ERS? A 4 


how dare you ſay fo ? is) 
there any thing too hard | 


| YOU muſt uſe, or cHe never | 


with 


Hin. It may bee you | 
have uſed ſome -meanes, 
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| with new ſnares, and throw 


plexities, and at length tall 
to flat deſperation. 

Neztgh. | hope I have v- 
ſed the right means, which 
God requireth. I am ſure 
I have heard many ſermons 
and I do attend the beſt Mi- 


| niſteriI know; and we have 


2.good one of our own, and 
 bim T-heare on 'Sabbath 
dayes continually:8 I have 
read good books, and do 


| made my cauſe knowne to 
| many good Miniſters, and 
they have done what they 
can,tocomfort, 8: eſtabliſh 


apart ( onely for that end) 


your {elfe into ſtrange per- 


— . 


| 


— 


read the Bible: and I have 


: me:and dayes have been ſet | 
| 


of | 


by 


| tm. 4 
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_..,. Reſobved, 
of taſting and humiliation: 
& I have often renewed my 
vowes. and covenants with 
God, and kept. a narrow 
watch over my wayes; and 
intreated others:to watch 
over mee DagnOwlys and to 
reprove me ſharply,it they 


obſerved any failing in me : 


|and. I have prayed continu- 


ally,andearacitly to God: 
and wee, have frequent re- 
peating of Sermons at my 
houſe: and in this courſe I 


nogroundof my corrupti-. 
ons, but they pfevaile over 
mee more and more conti- 
nually. | 
Miz. No wonder, and 
will doe ſo {till as long as 


goc on,and yet have gotten | 
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Mr 


you reit on theſe things ; 
for what doe the moſt of 
theſe you heare,but convit 


you are'convitted,the more 
afflifted : and fo you pay 
not your vowes, nor keepe 


| feth daily : and thus it will | 
be with you {( worſe and 


worſe) as Jong as.you hold 
this courſe,and negle one 
thing, which is neceſſary, 
and onely needfall. | 
| Neigh, I pray good Sir, 
what is that one thing 
which 1 doe negle& ? I doe 
keare the word, pray, faft, 


you of ſin ? and the more | 


your covenant with God at | 
all,but run into more debt ; | 
and your burthen. increa-| 


"IV - 


know 2; 


4 ED OE nn A TE i eee 


ET n — 


keepe the beſt company F| 


| | 


#5 


_ . g——_— 


Ra A ee 0 OM mgne 


þ 


hs an. cb 


Re il olvect; 


requires, to iny utmoſt : 
what ſhould I: doe more, 
(that I doe not) to get reſt 
to my poore ſ{oule ? 

Hin You areall for do- 
ing, doing , and while you 
are {o doing,you have now 
and then comfort ; but it 
eft-ſoone vaniſheth, and is 
then you are at a ſtand :and 


yet you reſolve to keepe 


doing, and waite on God 


(as you lay ) tOr a bleſing : 
and in this courle you may 


| dalvation hereafter. 
| Nergh, Why Sir, what 
| hould I doe more then [1 
| | ; doe | 


a 


know :and doe all that God | 


; FR on all your dayes, ant]. 


fle of comfort here,and | 
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doc? aud what 1s that one 
thing that -I want, that I 


have not yet done? I hope 
| (by Gods grace ) not to 
| neglect it, ſo-I may ſee it 


warranted by the Word. 
Min. Your reſolution 

is good 1n the generall, but 

you faile mightily 1n your 


judgement : for you ſup-: 
Poſe tv get heaven by your 
doing,by your thingsas you 
here mentioned, and there: 
is no comming to heaven | 
| that way : you;may goe on 
{1a that courſe as you told 
| mee, and yet bee damned, 


and periſh eternally. 
Neighbour, What other 
courſe. ſhould I take: ( I 


would faine kno ) then to |. 
heare| 


CC — 
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' Reſotved. 
heare Gods word, and at- 
tend the beſt, Miniſters; 
andto reade, and pray,and 
waite on God?Ithinke'this 
is the way if there bee any 
in the world. 
} AMzen. Theſe things may, 
and ought tobe done; and 
| withour them no man ſhall 
fee God, or be acquainted 
with bim at all in bis ord} 
nary proceedingsibur there 
1s yet one thing you menti- 
on not in all your diſcours. 
without whichall theſe arc 
bur vaine,fruirleſle, and ut 
terly unprofitable : nay,the 
more gloriouſly done, the 
more-.{infull, without thar 
which yet you have not, 1} 


uſe not, for ought I ſee, 
 Neirgh. 
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never heare of any courle, 
which I have not willingly 
Imbraced , and ſubmitted 
unto, for which I ſee good 
warrant. 

eMinzft, See how you 


| 


ftandu = your juſtificati- 
on,& ſee not your errour : 


you ſtand all upon doing, 


might ſee cauſe ) now 1 
would have you doe no- 
thing at 211, bur Jay afide: 
all your doings, and onely 
belecve in him, thar hath 
done all for ſuch a belee- 
vers © 


and willing , and you have- 
{done thus and thus, and. 
{ will doe more yet, ( if you 


| Neigb, What is that? I 
- [pray you tell me : I could 


. [ver hearing, and praying, 


|wel,if you underftoo\ what 


—_ PR EI 


{&c. but theſe things muſi 
{not be reſted on, as if by 
| doing 


jor get comfort to ou! 


"Reſolved. 
Neigh. Should/l give O- 


meditation , and faſting, 
and waiting ? I hope I ſhall 
| never be perſwaded torhar 


Angel from heaven thould, 
teach it mee, 
Min. I like your ſpeech 


{you fay: for you have not 
eard mee ſay, that you 
ſhould not hear, read,pray, | 


theſe wee migh 
procure favour with God. 


ſelves: no you muſt do no 
thing art all th-rt way. for 


whilſt I Jive, if you, or an| 


| 


| 


[that 1s done alreadie, and} 


leave| _ 


bm 
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'F [leavethatto Chriſt for c-| | 


[us : for hee came to doe 


|which wee that beleeve are 


{not increaſed 


ver, that hath done all for | 
that will of God for us, by 


perfected for ever. 
Netgh. Doth not faith | 
come by _ and'is it 
y prayer, | 


and confirmed by reading ? 
. { would you have me negle&t 
| the meanes and expect the | 
1end ? 


{ ding), or any ſuch ordt-| 


_ Minift. By no- meanes 
would I have hearing nep- 
lected, or prayer, or re4-. 


nance :and yet not done tg | 
procure Gods favour, or | 
attaine praiſe ;, but rather 


'to elorifie God, and to a- 


dorn 


—  —___—__ 
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dori the Goſpel of Chriſt: 
and as hearing i is the ordi- 
nary means TO get faith, it 
1s tO no purpoſe at all nei- 
ther, unlefſe it be mingled 
wath faith, . but becomes { 
 utter]y unprofitable and. 
dangerovs ' to the poore | 
ſoule ot the hearer : and 
prayer, that which is not 
of faith is finfull, and fo 


| of the reſt, 


Neigh. What ſhould Ido 
then ? what courſe ſhonld 
I rake ? 

Hin. I would have:you 
doe nothing but onely. be- 
leeve. 

, Neigh, But there is a dead 
faith : and that faith which 


| is without works is a dead 
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| adn, That faith which 3 


keth by love, and unites| 
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ſpeake of, is no dead faith :| 
it is not, nor can be with- 

out works atall : for it pu- 
rifieth the heart, and wor-| 


_—_— 


beleevers to Chriſt, and. 
knits them one toanother. 

Netgh. Such a faith would 
I have willingly: and this is| | 
that onely which I defire,| | 
 & therfore I uſe the means| | 


- _— -- 


AMirn, How comes it,that 
in the uſe ofthe meanes ſo 
long, you have none at all, 
or very little at this time ? 

| Netrgh. Faith is Gods 
| ift, and no man hath it but 
from above: and Paul may| 


plant, and 4pollo water, but 


it 


F=Y 
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it is God that giveth the 
Increaſe. | 
Hin, All this is true : 
bur is it faith or works you 
moſt affet ? Doe you not 
thinke you ſhall the fooner 
| attaine faith and comfort, 
becauſe you hear,and pray, 
reade, and faſt, and ſuch 


| | like? 
Nezeb. Surely I thinke, 


fuch as doe not theſe are 


ſuppoſe they ſhall never 
attaine unto it. 

Min. Lohere,yourerror 
and your ignorance 1s in 
this; that you ſuppoſe that 
a man muſt be worthy ere 
bs can get faith : whereas 


it is onely by Chriſt, ( 1n 


| 


—_ . a 


unworthy to have it, and I | 


[ 


_ whom | 
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| <Mzrz, TI think they are 


i difference before they be- 
| leeve; unlefle it be this:that 
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whom. wec: belceve )) :wee 
are worthy in Gods ac- 
Cont. :-:: - | 
Neegh. I thinke, that a 
diligent hearer ,- One that 


ſeth hearing, negledeth 
| prayer, and uſeth not ro 
j faſt: think you not ſora ? 


[ both alike worthy , little 


one is an open and known 
ſinner,.the other a covered 
| and hid tranſgreſſour.: and 
| his belief is the greateſt; 


þ 


ſeeing be hath, and ufeth 
' means, the other not. 
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prayeth, & faſteth,is more| 
worthy then he that,deſpi- 


endl 


=p —— 
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| Neigh, Then 4t is. to no| 


—— 


pus | 
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{end to ule the means at all, 


| God, if one pleaſe God no 


þ deed;and | ſee no reaſonifor 


{| and:read, and to doe ſuch 
| things as Godrequires.: 


Reſolved, 


but every man may live as 
he liſt,and take what courſe 
he pleaſe: 1t 1s all one to 


more then another. 

Min. Le,what a def] pe: 
rate concluſion you are 
readie to make : becauſe it 
is ſaid;there isno difference 
betweene the unbeleeving 
| profeflour, and the open 
cranſgreſſour, im point of 
pleaſing God: therefore it 
is to no end topray,to hear | 


Nergh. I conclude ſo 'in- 


_ other collection from 


| 


Lek A113 © | 


<. 
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Miz. I neither fay, nor: 
think ſo: but I onely affirm 
that God accepts the one 
no more then the other, | 
without another thing w** 
1s moſt needfull, and that is 
faith in Chriſt. 

Neeh. Faith (indeed) 15 
an excellent grace : but how 
ſhall a man do to get it, or 


know when he hath it ? 


Ain. Theſe be neceſſary 
deſires indeed,and that you 


may know how it is mq—_ 
conſider how 46r 


{ it, andothers —_ 


the Scriptures. 
00 How, I pray 
id Abrabam get his 
Fry ? 


Meinift. He got it not by 
'_ . work S,| 


Reſobved. + | 
works, that I am ſure of, 
for then it ſhould have been 
I] jof debt: and God was be- 
| [holding to Abrabam, and 
did but pay him his wages 
when he pronounced him 
juſt. 

Netgh. eAbraham was 4 
good man, and of good 
eſteeme with God of any 
man : and ſurely, had not 
' God ſeen fome difference 
in him from others , he 
would not have dealt with 
him as be did. 

Min, What difference | 

think you ? 
Netgh. I thinke that he 
was more juſt, and of a bet- 
ter naturall condition;then | 
other men of that time. 
Min. 


* TW — — ————— 


— 


OH —— 


— 


| 


| 


T be weak . Chriſtian 


"252. Thek belike; God 


was a reſpe&er of ner{nne , 
and he loved Abraham not 
tor. Chrift, bur for has: ju- 


tice,and his goodintural] 


| codirions;and did norlove 
him freely:this muſt not be 


admitted by any meanes. 


Alas ! what was A%raham 
by nature ? but under him's' 
childe of wrath, and fire: 
brand inthe fire, an enemy 


to God as others. | 
Netgb.. \N hat was the 


reaſon that God took him, | | 
 &left-others, ifthere were | 


no difference ? .: 

' M12. His: own pod 
pleaſure which he-had pvr- 
pol ſed:in himſelf;nor accor- 

ing to-his works bur at- 


___ cording| 
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—— —_ 


—_—— 


cording to 'his owne pur- 
poſe and grace which was 


gan in Chriſt Jeſus. 


ungodly man, as you fay| 
Abrabam was ? 

Ment, This is that my-+ 
ſtery of godlineſſe which 


cannot underſtid,the great | 


tiles is very cleare 1n the 
point : when he hath pro- 
ved all under fin, and the | 
whole world guilty before | 
God: he ſpeaks of a righte- | 
ouſnefle divine, the righte- 


} 


B oulſneſſe 


go_ him before the world | 


Netrgh. How can God be 
| juſt, and the juſtifier ofan 


the Princes of this world | 


School-men and Divines | 
arealtogether to ſeek, and | 
yet the Apoſtle of the Gen- | 
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ouſneſſe-of God, witnefled 
by the Law and the Pro- 
 phets : Arighteouineſſe of 


God, which ts by thefaith 
of Jeſus Chriſt,umtoall,and 
upon all them which be- 


* | leeve. And ſaith further, 


rhat ſuch arcjuſtified freely 
by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jeſus | 


" Chriſt, whom God hath 


forc-ordained to be a;pro- 
tation through faith in 


[ [is blows, to declare ht 


juſtice for the remifionof 
figs that are paf?, through 
the forbearance of - God. 
And this he doubleth by 


| adding further,'to declare, 


I fay, at this time his righ- 
reouſneſſe, that he might 


be] 
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be jaſt, &thejuſtifierof him 
that beleeveth in Jeſus ; So 
| that, though 45rabamr had 
alſo ſinned, and came ſhort 
of the glory of God, yet 
| (beleeving- in Jeſus ) he 
through Gods tree grace 
| was juſtified juftly ; ſeeing | 
' Chriſt redeemed bim by 
bis bloud , and became his 
 propitiation' for ſin as for 
 others,and deeper eG righ- 
ods ſight. 
Netgh. You may well 
( call-this a myſteric, T con- 
' feſſe it is beyond my reach 
| of I God 


can be juſt , and yet juſtific 


Minift. So is it farre be- | 
yond the reach of your un- | 
B 2 


ungodly men. f 
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| (as Sarah was)ſhould beare 


| 


derſtanding, how 2 world. 


eſpecially ſnch as have 


duſt many thouſand yeares 


| reaſon given for the truth 
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(fuch a worldas we live in) 
ſhould be created of no- 
thing appearing ? or how 
the dead ſhould be raifed, 


been dead and turned into 
fince ? how an old woman 


a ſonne, or a Virgin bring 
forth a childe, or the Sea 
be divided; or the Sunne go 
backward, or- the Rocks 

celd water in abundance ? 
and yet theſe are ſo, and 
muſt be belceved certainly, 
though. there can:be no 


of any of them. 
Neigh. You ſay true, and 
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I confefle I muſt ſubmir | 
and ſubſcribe to what you 
ſay, I dare obje& no fur- 
ther. Bur, I pray you, can 
you ſhew me any place of 
Scripture which faith ex- |. 
preſly that God juſtifieth 
the ungodly ? 

Min. The ſame Apoſtle 


| handlin » rag argument,ex- | | 
 preſly aith : To him that 


na x not, but beleeveth on | 
bem that juſtif fieth the « 04> 
ly, bis farth 1s pain. 74 
righteouſneſſe, Rom. 5. 4- 
Netgh. This Scripture-1 
| have read often, but never: 
underſtood it as now I do, 
tobe ſotakenas if God did 
juſtifie an ungodly man. 
Mein. Elſe no man living 


B 3 could | 


— 


AH ALAES: Fee roar Panier ary rue, 
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— SE be juſtified for who 
is not-an ungodly man: by | 


| nature ? I am ſure ſince 4- 
| dams fall, none is free from 
ungodlineſſe that ever def- 


excepted, who came not 


| yeeld me ſome reſt, ſeeing 
God juſtifes the ungodly, 


 juſtification- as well as ©- 
 thers, for (T am ſure ) 4am 
an ungodly.man. ane 

Apoſtles Argumient, to 


juſtified man,where hetel- 


CI. i Mee ed A hes 


3 th 


cended from bis loins;that' 
Lambe without fpot onely 


prove himſelf a ſaved, or a: 


WY _— w - ——_— dc _ 


| 


forth by an ordinary gene- 
| rat10n. | 
_ Neigh. This begins. to | 


then I hope I may look for | 


Minift. This is the ſaine 


——_— 
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leth all men be was a blat- | 
phemer, a pcrſecuter and 
{ 1njuUrious : but he obrained- 
, mercy. And leſt any ſhould 
| doubt of it, be proves it 
' thus : This (fairh he) 25. a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that (hrifi 
Feſws came into the world to 


ſave ſinners, of which ( faith 


deny, but all muſt of nece\- 


might ſave ſinners : I am 
the chiefe of ſinners, never 


B 4 


he ) Tam the chiefe. As if he | 
had ſaid thus: No mancan | 


fitie grant ; that Chriſt Je- | 
ſus came intothe world for | 
this very purpoſe, andone- | 
ly for this very end, thar he || 


was there a greater tran(- | 
greſlour then I am, there-} 
| fore :'- - 
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' fore Tam ſure if he came to 
ſave any, he came to fave 
me. 
 Netegb. This is indeed a 
200d ground , for Chriſt 
ſaith in a certain place, am 
zot come to call the righteoms 
to repentance, but þ cd - 
and expreſleth it by a nota- | 
ble fimilitude : The ,whole 
need not the Phyſictan,but the 


ficke. 


M:r. So that now you | 
ſee who they are on whom 


faith is beſtowed: and that. 


Chriſt is not given to the 
righteous , but to ſinners : 


| and that the godly are not 

{ fuch as God doth juſtifie, | 
4'bur the ungodly. Remem- 
1 ber theſe well : God juſti- | 


—_ 


|  fieth | 
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- | fieth the ungodly, and that | 

| Chriſt Jeſus came into the | 
world to ſave {inners, great 
ſinners ; and you adde to 
this, that Dawzd deſcribes 
a bleſſed man by juſtifica- 
tion, as Paul repeats him |- 
to the Romanes : He ſaid 
not,bleſſed is.the man that 
never was guilty of 111qu1- 
ty, or that hath no {innc,or 
ſhall never (inne againe for 


—|time to come ;. but he de- 


ſcribes him thus : -#/e{/ed 
are they whoſe intquities are 
covered : here 1s the exs; 
tenſion of bleſlednefle to | 
| alf ach. And therefore he 

ſaith, bleſſed are they,inde- 
finitely, (that is) all they}. 


whoſoever they be. : and| 


_—_— 


of 


2 ther: 
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then applyes it to everic 
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particular one, by adding, 
Bleſſed is the man , to whom 
the Lord will not tmpate fi#- 
that 15, the man whoſoever 
he be which attaines this | 
grace at Gods hand, as not 
to have his fins imputed; 
let them be what they be, | 
how-mary or great ſoever, | 
yet he 1s bleſſed of God. 

Oh a happy man, where no-| 
{nne paſt, or tranſgreſſion 
preſent, or iniquitte to 
come, ſhall ever be laid to 


|his charge ! This wee all 


know, that all men are fin- 
ners ; but to have ſins paſt 
remitted, fins preſent co- 
| vered, and ſo no finnes 1m- 
puted; it is all oneas if a 


. 
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man 
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man were free from all fin, 
and ſo from all Law, curſe, 
and condemnation for lin. 

Netgh. So that you con- 
clude, rhat the perſon ju- 
tified is, and mult be an 
ungodly man, a finner? and 


that vo juſtifie with God, | 


is not to findea man juſt, 


2nd pronounce him ſo; as | 
men uſe that aeale juſtly : ! 


for it 1s injuitice in man to 
juſtifie the ungodly ; but 
God that quickeneth the 
dead, and calleth things 


that be not, as though they 


were ; finds a man in the | 


goare bloud of his finne' 
and iniquitie, and. makes 
him juſt by taking away his 


taiquitic, and forgiving ſin | 


—_ 


patt.| 


+4 


> 
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_ | paſt, and by not imputing 
| ſinnes preſent, or account- 
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ing him a ſinner, becauſe he 
15 not quite rid of fin, but 
giving faith freely to this 
ungodly: one whom he ju- 
ſtifierh: he for Chrilts ſake 


— 


for ever. 


preſſe what I have ſthewed 


|you before. . So that the 
-]way to get Faith 1s _ 
{reſting upon any out-ſide 


profeſſion, or ſuch pertor- 
-mances you: ſpake of at 
firſt ; but ſeeing a mans un- 


forgives all iniquitics paſt, | 
and by the perte& righte- 
| ouſneſſe of Chriſt. covers 
| the finne, never imputing 

{tran{grefſion thenceforth 


Min, You do well ex-| 
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aving no other ground of 
expectation but death and 
condemnation for fin and 


Jeſus revealed .in ſome pro- 


ſalvation and no other : but 
by the forgiveneſle of fins, 
and the not .impeting of 


of Chriſts righteouſnefſe 
through beleeving. For this 
was the end of his lifting 
up, to draw all men unto 
him, ( that is ) fuch men as 
 finde themſelves to nee: 

ſuch exaltations:and:this is 


miquitie: in ſuch a caſe to] 
| ſer the eyes upon Chriſt | 


miſe,and that not only for} 


fnne by the imputation] 


37 5p the Law, and 


the endofall preaching, to _ 
ibring men to beleeve, 
| there- 
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| therefore i Is s the Law prea- 


4 themſelves , and 'to- ſhew 


| have f been, who have read 
|heard the ſame things, and 


hk of this truth thus, but have | 


| you ſo deſcribe. But1 pray, 
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ched to emptic men of 


their miſerie, that denying 
[themſelves they may be. 
brought by the Goſpel tO 
Þbeleeve on him that juſtifi- 
eth the ungodly. 

 Nezgb. What a wretch 


'the Scriptures often, and 
| yer. never could conceive 


; hal a zeale nor. according 
| toknowledge : for I have 
| laboured to eftabliſh my 
[own rightcouſnefle, as be-| 
ing utterly ignoranr of this 

hteoufneſle of God, on 
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| proceed to exprefſe that| 
way of 'beleeving' which 
ſeems now more eaſe then | 
ever I-conceived it ; for | 
I have ftill expe&ed ſome 
ſtrange wonderfull aflu- 
rance fo be wrought by the 
holy Spirit ina marvellous 
manner : and. to this end I | 
have faſted and prayed, and | 
heard, and waited when 
God would perſwade- me 
of his favour, by giving me 
inward comfort after all 
my ſorrqwing : and now I| 
begin to ſee that faith muſt 
have its fooring upon fome 
promiſe;and that it is one- 
ly by and through Chrilt, 
| that any, promiſe can be 
(challenged, or at all reſted: 
| upon by us. _ eMin.|_- 
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[wee may clearly ſee the 
myſtery,I ſhall turn youto | 
-|a ſtory in the old Teſta-|- 
| ment :. where the people, 


| Lord, and agatuft ihee : pray 
| unto the Lord that be may 
| take. away the Serpents from 


people. eAnd the Lord ſaid 


| @ pole, and it ſhall come to 
|paſſe, that every ont that. loo-) 


a i 


truly,and expreſſe your ap- 
prehenſion well : But that 


when ſome'of them were 
jour by fiery Serpents. and 


died, ſome came to Moſes |. 


and faid, Fehave frnned, for 
wee have ſpoken. agarnſt the 


u5:. and Moſes prayed for the 


#uto Moſes, Make thee 4 
fiery-Serpent, and ſet it upon 


keth | 
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keth upop it ſhall live, And 
Moſes made 4a Serpent of 
braſſe, and ſet it upon a pole, 
and it came to paſſe, that 
if a Serpent bad bitten any 
man, when he looked ox the 


Serpent of braſs,he lived. The | . 


people here 'were ſlain by 
theſe ſerpents;all that were 


bitten,died:the reſt intreats |. 
| Moſes prayers for them;but 


cannot obtaine the taking 
away of the Serpents; only 
God gives them a cure: 
the Lord ſent the Cn 


and could have removed 
them as caſily,if he would : 
but -by that to teach us 
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Serpents to bite us {Ull, | 


but gives us antidote or 
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death. A brazen Serpent 
| muſt be made, {ct on high, 
that all might ſee him, that 
wereat any time bitten,and 
ſuch. as looked on that Ser- 
| pent, lived: they here reſt 
| conrented,and being bitten 
{ look tothe brazen Ramone 


_—_——— 


| What > ſhall fuch looking 


'other meanes to- cure us, 
[and if they helpe not, in 
caſe of neceflitie or extre-! 
| mity ratherthen periſh, we 


| willlook on that Serpent. 


They didnot labourtopre-| 


- } vent the poyſoning opera- 
.+tion of thoſe. fiery bitings 
, by other means firſt, and: 


5 
- 


_ 
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| remedy to preſerve.us from 


| and live. They do. not fay,| 


do us good ? we will prove| 


look 


'* ws, 7 


| 


Ti 
look afterward : bur they 


his with Nicodemus, where 


| for cure and preſervation 
from death, and found it *| 
' So all *that are hurt by |. 


te, 
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look firſt, & reft apon that 


(onely ) looking for cure : | 
This Chriit applyeth to | 


himſelf, and our beleeving 
on him,in that difcourſe of 


he ſaith : As Moſes /ifted 


wp the Serpent, ſo ſhall the | 
Sorne of man be lifted up. 


Evenfo, that whoſoever be- 
leeveth on him, ſhoald not 
periſh , but have everlaſting 
lefe, So that, as they who 


were thet in danger of | 
| death; did Jooke with the 


eyes of their-bodies unto 
that brazen Serpent onely 
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as the ſame Apoſtle wit- 
neſleth, and do finde that! 
ſting to. have wounded: 
them to death by force of 
the Law (for the ſtimg of 
death is finne, and” the: 


Chrift, which is the end of 
the Law, or rather the per 
fetion of the Law for 
righteouſneſſe to all them 
that beleeve : they doe now 
ſeriouſly look off from all 


| 


and denieall.as counting it 


(not only inſufficient, but) 
le, and filthie in! 
. To 


deaths ſting,whichis finne; 


ſtrength of fin 1s the Law )] 
[ſuch doe now looke on 


things beloiv , or in them-[ 
| ſelves , or in any creature ? 
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| {cure & prevention of death | 
[jecernall, and, for -perfe& 


| Faith, to ſee Chriſt, or to 


|-1t is not ſo difficult a thing 


ved it to be:for 1 have ſup» 
| poſed it to be the hardeſt | 


= gr 
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him bend thy look, and on 
bim oncly do thou reſt for. 


health and poſſcſlion of e- 
verlaſting life. | 
Neigh. Is this faving 


look upon him onely for 
ſalvation ? If ic beſo, then'. 


tobeleeve as I have concet- 


thing -in the 'woarld, and 


cribe. 


| Afi. Faith is indeed a| 
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have ſtrove for it theſe ma- | 
ny yeares, yea] would have 
\parted with all for this 
— ""l thing you de- 
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very 


{di 


| imagine it,nor ſo far from 
|The' ſonnes of men as ſome 


| verſary the Devill, ito: per- 
{ſwade that the Scriptures | 
|were0.hard that none of 


ftandithem:Soir is the p6- 
| licie of fome Preachers to 


| very precious thing : but it 
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|know further, that the 
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is not faith that ſaves-(to 
- k -properiy)bur Chrift 

s ;onel - applyed by 
Aith. And'rhat 'you' may 
be incouraged to belceve,| 


dame Apoſtk doth: mighti- 
ly. ow tha: it 1s'not fo 
difficult a thing as fome! 


would” perfiwatic - for as-It 
dale policie'of our 'ad- 


the learned: could undey- 


make pe 'beleeve, that 


it 


| 
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| [ofthe Scriptures, ſo thei 


| of beleeving. | 
| Netph. It 1s to be feared 

| that you ſpeak too truly in | 
| _ for I have heard ſuch 


O—O—— - — 


itis fo hardto beleeve, t bat 
ged upon ONES 


now would keepe all men: 
ander them in the myſtery 


{putes/aboutit, and read 


| find-men ſo diverfly mind- 
|.ed;ſome ſoover-confident; 
| and others ſo diffident; that 


| _ controverſi es:and doe 


Jy”, 


 |as thoſe thenwould be han-|| 


| I cannot but admire jo_ 
\ any comes to beleeve, and 
ſurely have thought. it. a 
thing impoſſible to atraine 
to any undoubted certain- 
ty of falvation in this life. 
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Min. It is not ſo difficult 
to beleeve, as the Apoſtle 
teftifieth plainly, where he 


| faith : The rightcouſheſſe 


of faith ſpeaks on this wiſe, 


| Say not 1n thy heart, who 
{| ſhall aſcend into heaven ? || 
(that.is to bring Chriſt | | 
| down from above) or who 
ſhal deſcend into the deep? | 


(that is tobring Chriſt up 
ain from the dead) but 


nigh thee,eveE in thy mouth, 
an 


preach; that if thou ſhalt 
confeſſe with thy mouth 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
beleeve in thine heart, that 


God hath raiſed him from 


in thy heart:that is,the | 
word of Faith which wee| | | 


| 


what ſaith it? The VWord is | 


the | 
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| ved. If this be fo, where is 


the dead, thou ſhalt be f2- 
the difficulty of belecving 


labour required, no clintb-: 
ing nor digging 2 It 1s not” 
goreen by mens indeavors, 

it is the 'free gift of 
God, and near unto all,as it 
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' and felr, and found. So the | 
fame Apoſtle tels us here, | 


is ſaid of God, 1z him we 
lrye, move, and bave our be- 
2xg:and therefore he is not 
farre from every one of us, 
and may be ſought after, 


which fome urge # So the} 
Apoſtle tels us here is no] 


that the word of faith is 
near us, and need no other 
labour bur beleeving : that 


is, —— and im- 
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Jelus, and beleeve in their 


| againe, And confeſſe. you 


' p 
L———— 


think. -- | 


*nor but I ama true belee- 
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with the mouth: the Lord 


earts that God hath rai- 
ſed hm up from the'dead 


not with your mouth that 
heis Lordofall? and Jeſus 
is the Saviour ofallthat do 
belceve ? If ſo, here is'a 
promiſe of falvation to 
you, and this is no ſuch ni- 
city and Cifficultie,as many 
a fond Chriſtian is madero 


Nezgh. I doe perceive, I 
have - much diſhonoured 
God, by denying his work 
in me :1fthis be to beleeve 
urito righteouſnes, I doubt 


| 


as 2a , ” | ai 
| bracing,. and , confeſling 


be, * 


ver: 


L and now if this be faving|/ 
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ver: for I do confeſle with 
my mouth the Lord Jeſus, 
| have longacknowledged | 
| him ( upon all occaſions) |: 
fo be the Saviour of the | 
world, and able to-fave all 
| that beleeve in him; and | 
God as well as: man;;'yea, |. 
| the Lord over all. And I| 
; have alſo long belceved, 
. that God hath iong fince |: 
_ | raifed him op from the. 
dead ( according to: the ||. 
Scriptures ) the third day \ 
after his dearli and buriall: | 


4. ca 


| faith', Iam ſure of falva- 
| (LON » 7-7 | (7312 4: ages 2 
Mriarſt. The more lure 
you arc: upow this ground; |: 
the. more. glory. doe you} .. 
4 C-2 o1ve | 
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give to him that juſtifieth 
| you. And let me te}! you, 
it-i$a {inne not to be ſure : 


| is. it nota finne to give way 


to any doubting of Gods 
cternall truth?or to you! 
on his -power at all A 
forming his promiſes? You 


' cannot ho too Gs. 


too. much , nor too con- 
ſtantly. 

Neegb. Not beleeve too 
ſoon!T hear ir daily taught, 
that ſome men catch at 
Chriſt before they are fit 
for him. 


->CAn. Such as teach fo, | 
} they teach they know not 
| wbat : for who is fit for 


- Chriſt? or how long ſhall 
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orwho ſhall preſcribe whac 
fitnefle, and tell us when 
wee ſhould beleeve ?- Did 


| Chriſt reje& any for unfit- 


nefſe? Did he not rather re- 
buke all for not coming to 
him for life ? Vas not that 
the ſin laid to their charge, 
1s it got unbelicf? he threa- 
teneth men for their up- 


| braids, and chides his Diſ- | 
| ciples for folly and floath:| 
|in beleeving. And-.the; 
Pfalmiſt ſaith expreſly : 7's | 
day if ye well beare his nice, | 


hardexs mot your hearts: that 


is unbeliefe, as the Apoſtle: 


expounds it,where he faith: 


To whom fare he that} 
they ſhould notenter into/|. 
bis reſt, but to-them that 
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t| . | beleeved not?'So we fee, | 
S] that we cannot beleeve too | 
©} | foone.. (3 LeTE 9 
ft | - Nergb. I rememberalſo 
1 ] the Jaylors example, who 
'- | being a perſecuter but the 
1 fiameniphr, yet being ter- | | 
- | rifiedwith the lofleof his | | 
| | priſoners, whenthe doores 
| were open atthe prayers of 
| | | Pawland Szlas, andbrought | 
| -| them ovr! and ſaid: Ss, 
| |mbat miaft'7 deetobe ſaved? 
And they ſaid , Beleewve on | , 
; \ tbe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
| | thodſkalt be ſaved, thou and t 
| | thy bouſe : and he rejoyced,"| 
| | beleeving inGodwith all bis 
tj | houſe. So that it was not | 
f  |longerethatkeeperofthe'| þ 
-priſon'beleeved.' ge” | | 
—::.*-. ike); - , 
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| | Reſotved. 
like may be faid of the 
Thiefe on the Crofle, who 

was not long in beleeving. 

And Zachews, Lydia, and 

that noble Eunuco, (orne- 

lines, and many others, as 

thoſe thouſands that were 

pricked in their hearts at 

Peters Sermon. The like 

may be ſaid of the Apoſtle 

Paul, who was haſtened to 

belceve by him that ſaid 

unto him :' «Ard row 'F 
tarriefs thou * ariſe and be 

baptized, and waſh away thy 
ſinnes, calling on the Name : 
of the Lord. 
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proved this point fully to: 
myHhand, by evident initan- 


AMinift. Loe, you have | 


ces, and that as not too! 
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| that which'-is -checked in 
[ that Chriſt was Lord of 


TY 


? 
| 


foone, ſo not roo much. 
That none can beleeve too 


Scripture, where it is fad, | 
we may nor limit the holy 
| One : and-it is called a 
tempting of Gad to limit ; 
bis Majeſtie, As when we 
beleeve another becauſe of 


that people ? And this is | 
his Diſciples, who: knew 


all; and looked for ſalvs- | 


about food and raiment., 
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much,ts as manifeſt in holy-| 


ſome ſeeming difficultic;as | 
was the fin ofthoſe Iſrae- | 
lites: God had oiven them | 
| water out of the-rock, but. 
copld he provide fleſh for | 


tion by him, 8& yet donbred | 


and |. 


_ [and ſuchemptie,poore,and | 
| meane things. Soanather |. 
- | time, having heard his gra- | 
cious 5ermon, and ſeen his 
miracles before, yet the p: 
waves ariſing, and windes F 
blowing, and Chriſt being 2» 
aſleep; they feared drown- | » 
| ing,andwere therealſo re-] |- 
roved for too little faith] Þþ 
Neegh. This is evident 1-5 
alſo in the | Centnrions} © - J 
faith, which Chriſt remem- RE 
breth for the greatneſfe of | 
it z who defired him to 
fpeak the word,and his fer- | 
vant . ſhould- be | healed. | 
1 | Chriſt ſaid, DOE I have 
- | | antfound f# great faith, 30 
4 ant in Ffracl., And-be prai-| 
| |ferhalſorthe - pea Ca- | 
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| QaaD,, who would not.a-| | 


| 


| way, but perſcvered in her 


© j ſuir for her daughter, after | 
E-| {o many repul es, ſaying, 
| | 0 woman great #5 thy faith, 

| be it unto thee even as thow 

J welt. 


Min. You obſerve well, 
ſo.thattheſe twopointsare | | 

plain : ifnone can beleeve 
too ſoone, or too much. 
> Now let us come to- the 
F:- | third, v:z.. That no man 
A Can beleeve too conſtantly. 
| | Thiswilleafilybe granted, 
| +rhat obediciceis to beuni- 
| verſall, for time as well as| 
ET for Phecnand and things: Now 
3 [ _— gs is. obedience, and the 
{ - PORN obedience which the 

| Ge het requireth , / that | 
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whereby God is moſt glo- 
| rified. Abraham was ftron 

infaith,and glorified God. 
Can we beover conſtant in 
slorifying God ? we are to 


pray continually,and pray-| 
er without faith is ſinfull ; | 
therefore we are tobelceve |. 
continually, yea it is our |: 
life, wee- hve by it; walke | 


by it, ſtand by it, rejoyce 


through it,fightwith it,and | 


are perfe&ed by it : we live 


| alwayes, walk continually, | 
Rand evermore ; we are to |: 


rejoyce alwayes, wee are 


ſeldome free- from 'coms- |- 


| bates of one kinde or ano- 


ther ,'in continuall- hazard, 
of that adverſary;therefore | 
we are to beleeve continu- | 
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ally, aT all times, evermore, 


[10 all wayes, and we.cannot |. 
beleevetoo conſtantly.. 
Neigh.. But though all |. 


this be truc,that faith is not 
ſo bardas ſome would have | 
it, nor to be put off,and de- 
ferred as ſome others fay : | 


a-gift of God, and Gods 
owne worke : but how we 


| ſhall doe to get it, I yet| 


clearly underſtand not. 

Min. The onely-way to 
get faith is, to know the 
neceſſity 
1t, and on inabilitie to at- 


ſelves. 


Chriftiow | 


yet 1t 1s not in any-mans | 
power to beleeve. It muſt |: 
given from above, it is | 


,andexcellency of | 
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there of Faith ? 
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neceffitic* I pray you what 
neceffitie conceive you is 


Afinift. Ir is the onely 
end of preaching to worke 
faith in the hearers;til faith 
be come, the beſt profel- 
ſour is but under the Law, 
and ſo under wrath ; a fer- 
vant orflave to Satan, com 


demned alreadie to':hell-] 
fire, all his dayes are but| 


dayes of temptations, and 


his years, years of provo-| 
' cation, he remains a vexa- 
tion to. Gods--people, a 
| p__ to Gods Miniſters, 


TS all work of gracc 


able to judgements, no 
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Neigh. Is Faith of fuch| 
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in himſelfe, is alwayes 1i-| 
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better| 
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_ ]berter ; this makes us wiſe, 


Cfriftian 
better then a bloudy per- 
ſecuter, an unreaſonable 


| everlaſting fiery vengeance, 
even that lake of fire: and 
brimſtone for evermore. 
Netgh. Ifthis be ſo, woe 
is me that I have ſo: long 
ſtood our, and have hinder- 
ed Gods work : but what 


leeving ? 7. 
Min, This 15 that which 
ates us in Chriſt,and con- 
ſequently in all the good 
things of this life, and a 


righteous, holy, and redee- 
med ones: and gives us in- 


| wretch, and ſhall be dam-| 
| ned, and ſhall ſhare in that 


excellency is there in be-| 


tereſt in all the promiſes 
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that attend the wiſe, that 
are made to the righteous, 
chat wait on the holy ones, 
and cannot be ſevered from 
the redeemed for ever- 
more : ſuch as beleeve have 
everlaſting life, and ſhall 


nor ſeedeath,butare paſſed 

from it to life. 
Ne#gb. If this be the be-; 

nefit of Faith, tihen is it an 


I pray you exprefle it in 
moe particulars,that I may 


ed, and I doe clearly ſee 


Meinift; Know then, that 
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not taſte of condemnation, | 


excellent grace indeed :But| 


be drawn upto it, when my] 
underſtanding is inlighten-| 


' what attends on beleeving, | 


he that is once a true: be- | 
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leever, is row { in reſpe& 
of God) as abſolutely per- 
| fe& by Chriſt Jeſus, ( rhar 
is) ws _ _ arr 
]fript of Gods E- 

TP fn and ctaoknetfion, be 
by faith is inveſted. with 
| {that image;and is compleat 
[and full of grace: and con- 
ſequently reconciled to 
God. and become one with 
God the Father, and the 


| 


| of the holy Spirit. 
-Neieb. I pray you what 

is the Image of God which 

| we loft, was it the Imape of 

| his body, or -ſomething 

elfe ? - 

| AM. Of his vans fay 

' you ? where,where 
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| Reſolved, | 
ever read that God hath a| | 2 
body ? It.is a dangerous er-| | 
ror {o to.conceive of God, [3 


| for he i expreſly in the| 
Scripture {aid to be a Spi- 
rit. | a 
| { MNergh, What is that 1- . 
mage then you ſpeak of ? 2 
Men. It 1s that excellent | 'Y 
knowledge which the A- 
_ Pasl ſpeaks of plain-' 
, where he ſaith to the | 
Coloſhans, £:e rot one 70: 
another, ſeeing you have put | 
off the old man with brs deeds, | 
, f | andbeveput on the new man, | 
which ts renened- in know- 
ledge, after the Image of brm\ 
that created him.” Here' 
knowledge is ſaid to-be,: 
| | after-the Image of - God 
Wet -- .._ that} 
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that created him, ( that 1s ) 
'the new man. So that he 
that- hath put on know- 
ledge, ſound & true know- 
ledge of God, he is renew- 
edafter Gods Image. 
Neigh, Is this all the 
Image of God ? FIRST 
| Aftniſt, Where this ts,| 
there is alfo the reſt of 
Gods Image,which is righ- 
teouſneſſe 'and holinefſe of 
truth;which are mentioned} 
in that of the Apoſtle to 
the Epheſians ; And put on 
the new man which is created 
:nrighteouſneſſe and truthe- 
 lzaeſſe.Sothat the Image of 


| God conſiſts of righteon{- 


nefſe,and truth of holines | 


| adding to theſe knowledye, 


with- 
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Reſotyed. 


| 65 I 
{ without- which they can- : 
| not be in nſe: and by faith 
| all theſe are reſtored to us | 
| again, of which wee were | |. 
once ſtripped, naked, and | 4 
utterly deprived by tranfſ- 
reſſion. | 
Neigh. Where ſhall that 
appeare, that thefe are ſo 


reſtored ? | 
M1. In the place before Þ 
- | recited, and- 1n that: to the 4. 
Corinthians,where Chrift Be 


{to all belecvers )of God, 
i | is made »eſedome, righteoauſ- | 
4 | neſſe , ſanRification, and re- 1:2 
demption © ( thatis ) not. 1:3 
{ | onely the loſt Image, bur 
freedome from all the ef- 
fects that follow that loſſe. b 
| Nezgh. I'pray you open 4 
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' '| Apoſtle” ( having ſhewed' 
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| chat place unto me, I have: 
often read it, bur could ne- 
ver rightly conceive the| 
myſtery therein contained. 
Min. Great is the my- 
ſtery of ir, and moſt mani-i 
teſt to them that doe be- 
leeve:for there the Apoſtle| 
| labours to worke unitie: 
amongſt the Corinthians, 
Whowerc at odds , and did 
| nouriſh divifions' andthe| 


them the danger of ſuch] 
divifions ) removes ſome 
occaſions out of the way : 
| as the ſeeming fooliſhneſſe 
of preaching Chriſt ovely, 
and Chriſt crucified; and 
the baſe efteeme belcevers| 
| had one of another by rea- 
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Reſolved. | 
fon of the- fi 


mplicttic or 
ming folly, the weaknes 
and inftrmity, and the baſe- 
neſſe, and contempt , and 
naughtineffe of ſome; and 
that the moſt "O_ 
them. To remove this, he 
faith, God hath choſen 


ſuch : it 15 hts pleaſure to 


chuſe thofe foolith ones ro 
confound the wiſe,and fuch 


| weake things to confound 


the mighty, and ſuch baſe 
things, and things deſpiſed, 


yea things that are not to 
bring to naught things that 
are:& gives the reaſon of it, 
\rhat no fleth ſhall rejoyce 
im his preſence, or glory 


before God. And that he 
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may utterly take away all | 
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ay 
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The weak Chriſtian ; 


diſeſteeme cach of orher, | 
and work a lefſe eſteeme of 
themſelves, in themſelves 
[and an, bigh eſteeme of 
others, in reſpe& of each 
others excellency in Chriſt: 
| he proceeds to ſay : But of 
him are ye in Chriſt, (that 
is ) why ſhould you glory 
1n-your ſelves, orin men, 
and fo ſwell againſt the. 
| brethren, becauſe of your 

ewne excellencies, or be 
; puffed up for, one againſt | 
| another,wvhat haveany that 
is not received? That any 
are in Chrift-Jeſus, it-4s | 
| Gods own good pleaſure: | 
| of his free grace to chooſe 
and call any of you, or to 
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| zuſtifie any in his Soune. 
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| And, 
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Reſolved. _ 


And you are in Chrift Je- 
ſus, ( that 1s ) you are in 
Chriſt Jeſus one as wellas 
another : and if in Chrift, 
then not to gaze one at a- 
nother wich contempt or 
diſdain, but rather highly 
toeſtceme each other ; ſee- 
ing not onely you are 1n 
Chrift Jeſus,but your grace 


— uu 


1s yourexcellency inChriſt 
Jeſus : for as it is of God 
that you are in Chriſt ; ſo 
the ſame God hath made 
Chriſt unto you all wiſe- 


| dome, righteouſneſle, ſan- 


Aification, & redemption. 
And which is. more then 
this, the Apoſtle puts in| 
himſelf alſo, ſaying, ho of 
God 15 made tows : (that is) 


ro 


. 
—— wot. Ra eorat 
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| ſound wiſdome, 
| righteoufnefle , abſolute 


_ | redemption, to every one 
| that belecverh. 


_—_—— 


to all that truely beleeve, 
perfet 


 holineffe, and eternall re- 
demption;yeaall of us that 
beleeve, how foohſh, weak, 
 baſe,contemptible,orofno 
value at all, we feem to the 
world : yet iftherebe ſuſfh- 
cient wifedome, and true || 
angotodgs in Chrift, God 

hath made ours,and Chriſt 
ts made alſo our righteoul- 
nefle,and anQification,and 


Nezgh. | doe begin now 
to ſee the excellency that 
is in Chriſt by beleeving : 
that whereas they are no- 


thing in themſelves, they 
are 


"— 


{ | not in himſelf, butby faith 


| holineſſe, made perfect ho- | 


E 


= Reſolved. 
are all things in Chriſt, the 
fulneſfe of him that 6 Herh 
all in all. 


| ence of the Image of him 
| Inwhich he was created, by 
' faith he is a new creature ; | 


<< co 


[in Jeſus Chriſt : who ( of | 
God) for the opply ot | 


| | wiſedome, is made wiſe- | 
1 | dome unto him and for ; 
| | lacke of juſtice, made ju- | * 


' ftice ; and for want of true 


linefſe, for body and fouls, ! 
and'ſpirit. And becauſe he 
is fold under finne, and fo 
to puniſhment and ven- 


| | D___ geances| | 


—@ —_— 


yp 71 | 


AMzn, You ſce that which | 
is ſo : for, whereas all mans i 


' miſeryariſeth from theab- | 
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! 


geance; Chriſt is alſo (of 
God ) made -redemption 
unto him : he is not made 
righteous, or wiſe, or holy, 
or redeemed by Chriſt : 
neither is it ſaid that he is 
become wiſe, righteous , 
. holy, or redeemed, by be- 
leeving in Chriſt Jeſus : all 


theſe are true, but this is | 


{ 


much more, that whereas 
he was quite bereaved of 
wiſedome and true know- 
ledge,and ſound underftan- 
ding by {tnne and iniquitie, 
and became. a very foole 


& ignorant ;Chriſt to him | | 


| is made wiſedome;,(that is) 
| all the knowledge and un- 
| derſtanding, and counſel!, 
| direftion, wiſedome, and 
' 


prudence 


= — — 


| 


_ 


——— 
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' 


prudence that 1s in Chriſt! 
eſus,is now become a rrue 

leever. And whereas by 

\| | | finne fhe-was deprived of 
: all vprightneſle, (inceritie, 
s| | | juſtice, and integritie ; and 
| ighteoulnefſe : 1s become | _ 
unſound, unjuſt, impious, | 


F 2 


| 4, ame 46 
| hypocriticall, and a verie 


2 

. 

S | ; worker of iniquitic 570d. 

S ' hath made Chriſt ſeſus 

f| | | righteouſneſſe ; (that is) | 

-| 3 juſtice, integritie, upright- 
neſſe, plainnefle, and hone- 

' ſtie,untoall frue beleevers. 


| 
| 


k | And whereas finne had | 
1 | j | ſtriptall mankinde of pu- 
) b- 


.ritie, holineſſe, chaftitic, 
' and the like : God to all! 


. 4 | 

k true beleevers hath made | 

1 | Chriſt, not onely wile-; 
oY 
TY D 2 -dome,! [ 


he. 


— 
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1 dome, but juſtice, 2nd holi- 


| ter ) which man having 


| der chains of darknefle, ex- 


neſle, puritie, and chaſtitie, 
| yeaallcleannes thattheho- 
ly Scripture requires. And 
becauſe of ſin, men havi 

{tript- themſelves of the | 
mentioned Image ( for in 
theſe conſiſts Gods perfet 
portraiture. or very chara- 


p 


| loſt, hath expoſed himſelte 
toenmitie with God, and 
conſequently to finne and 
Satans flaverie, and looks 
for nothing but ſtroks, and 
ſtripes, and frownes, hard 
fare and meaſure,and is un- 


| peing the judgement of 
i the great day. God, toall | 
beleevers hath made Chriſt 


— — — — 


——_— 


1 


—— 
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Jeſus full, and eternall re- 
| | demption and freedoime, | 
from all ſuch fſlaverie and 
bondage for evermore. 
Nezeb. This is excellen- 
cie indeed, if we could but | 
ſee it more plainly, as we 
| | might if you would be plea- 
ſed particularly to run over 
every word, and diſcover 
what our lofle is by fig, and | 
| what our gain is by belce- 
ving, out of theſe words ; 
which I ſuppoſe contain 1n 
them whatſoever may be 
ſpokentherto tm the whole | 
 SCriptures. | 
-Min. And that you may | 
| have a taſte of our lofle by 
finne, and our gain by be» 
leeving-( as -our former 
TE) D3 words 
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' words in generall docom- 
prehend ) let us therefore | 
| conſider it 2s before, for | 
the better clearing of it. | 
| Firſt inthe generall, and 
then in particular ::Gene- | 
rally,weare'ſtript of Gods | 
Image,and fo emptie of all 
good, andutterly deprived 
of all hope of raifing us to 
the former: condition, by | 
any meanes: for evermore.. 
Burt where faith 15 come, | 


ſo whatſoever grace is in 
| Chriſt, that have wee for 
| our ſelves. Yea, every be- 
: teever ,” according to that 
which 1s written, As may 

as rece;uved brm, to thembe 


gave-poxer.' to become the, | 


| this ſtares us in Chriſt,and 


i 


— —— 


- 
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Reſotved. 


as beleewed in his Name. 


of Chriſt, that he was /«// 
of prace and truth, And it 
followeth : Of b:s fulreſſe 
we have recerued grace for 
grace- (that is) whatſoever 
grace any of us were depri- 
ved of by {inne, yea, all the 
graces we have loſt by ini- 


| quitie; we do receiveagain 


in Chrift Jeſus by that fal- 


nefſe that dwels in him. 
We receiving him, do par- 


| take of the fulnes of grace 


(alſo)which is in him,wiſe- 


tcouſneſſe for righteouf- 
neſſe,ſanification for ſan- 


[onnes.of God, even as many 


And after that it is written | 


tt. 


dome for wiſedome, righ- | 


Aification,redemption for | 
4 TrS* | 


| 
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redemption, love for love, 


 fulnefle for mercifulneſle, 


| 
- | goodnefſe for goodneſle, 
Pindnefſe for kindneſs,zeal 


for zea], patience for pat 
Ence * yea, as the waxe re- 


_ | ceives the full impreſſion 
of the Seal, letter for letter; 


Sodo all true beleevers re- 


_ for grace, when the 
do beleeve. For God hat 
ſhewed herein the grcat- 
neffe of his power in raiſin 
Chriſt from the dead, an 
wing himto be head over 
all things to the Church, 


| 
| 


which is his bodie, the ful- 


neſſe 


ceive the Image of Chriſt, | 


= TT RR > — CEE 


T 
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meekneſſe for meekneſle, 
humulity for bumilitic,cha- | 
ſtitie for chaſtitie, merct- 
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| head, (that 1s) the order-. 
| [er, the conveyer, the com- 


KY 
- 
_ 
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Chriſt the head over all 
'things to his Church (that 
is ) over all ſuch things as 
the Chnrch at any time, in 
any age,tn any ſtrait,or any 
wit of the Church 


may ftand in need of. 


Chrift is given ro be the 


' mander, the dif) poſer of all 
things that the Church his 
| body, or any member of 
| : 

' that body may ſtand in 
| need of ; and thercfore the | 
Church 1s called' his fal- 
nefſe, yea, the fulneſſe of 
| him, (that is ) of Chriſt, 
who filleth all in all, (that 


neſſe of him that filleth all 
| in-all. God hath made 
| 


| Sc — 


* 


hog. - TY 


{time. And for this cauſe 


Vo > 
" 
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is ) who iulleth every mcm- 
ber of tiat body:of his, of 
his own tulnefle : And fo 

the fulneſſe of the Church 
is his fulneſſe. Not that 
| Chriſt needs the Church to 
| Make .up his, fulneſle, as 
ſome would ; but that 
| whatſoever fulnefle the 
Church his body hath had, 
hath, or ſhall have, it is his 
 fulnefle, who .filleth. her 
emptineſle: Yeaandall the 
emprinefle of every mem- 
ber of that body, with eve- 
ry grace that any ſuch 
| member doth want at any 


_— 


we rcad,that the fulneffe of 


1n Chriſt: and we are com- 


fin Ny” 


the Godhead dwels bodily | 


| | | ; pleate | 
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| Reſolved. 


pleate and-full in bim, elſe 


' could there be no reconci- 
; lation between God and 


the creature, except there 


up again of the emptineſis Q 
which ſinne' hath made. 
And this the ſame Apoſtle 
teſtifieth; in theſe words : 

| For zt pleaſed the Father, that 
iz bin ſbeald all fulnelle 


awell, aizd 5 bim toreconcete 
all men who. without him 


arcat camity tor EVErMmOre. 
h. Now. you have 


b y.in Gs effects 


were a repletion or filling, 


all things to busfeif,(that is) | 


_> Fees 1 our emp-, 
tinefie by finne,-and fulnes' 
by . Chriit Jeſus. If you; 
pleaſe to ſhew more plain- 


— 


— 
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v1 that emptineſle ; and be- 
| nefits of that fulnefle ; and 
wherein they conſiſt, It 
would much ſatisfie us that 
are defirons to beleeve, 
and much incourapge fuch 
poore weaklings as my 
telf. | 
Ain. This will be very 
large if it ſhould be laid 
- | open but as far as I know. 
Bur it ſhall be contracted 
and drawn into theſe heads: 
And firſt for the lofſe of 
| knowledge, or wiſedome, 
that part of Gods Image : 
naumerable are they that 
lcnſne thereon, afid attend 
{ the abſence of wifedome : 
and as many are the bene- 
| fits that follow im the 1n- 


P 


joying| 


n——_— 


| 


| joying thereof. By wiſe-| 
| dome here we underſtand, 


| to be wiſe, have attained 
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not humane policy,nor the 
wiſdome of the Princes of 
this world, ( that is) the 

| depth of wiſedome which 
fuch as have moſt meanes 


unto :no wiſedome in ter- 
rene things,or things under 
the Sunne : not that wiſe- 
dome, by how much the 
more it 1ncreafeth , by ſo 
much it increaſeth ſorrow 
thereby : or that which is| 
from beneath, which is 
earthly, ſenſuall, and divel- 
liſh. By wiſedome rather 
underſtand that which 15 
from above, which is, firſt 


| PUTC, then peaceable, gen- 
| 
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tle,caſie tobe intreated, full 
of mercicand good fraits : 
the wiſedome. . which - is 
called, found. wifedome x 

\That which God gives to 
| Him that is good. in. his 

| ſight:tor to ſuch God gives 

| wifedome, knowledge, and 
| Joy. T hat wifſdome of God 
1s a myſtery, hidden wiſe- 
' dome which God layeth 
| up far the TE ATEgus : that 
| Wiſedome which was with 
| God:, from all :exernitic, 
which 1s nothing. elſe but| 
| the truc knowledge of God 
\in Chriſt Jeſus. Now the] - 
Joffe and abſence of this 
i wiſedome or ſound know- 
; ledge of God, is attended 
with angumerable evils: as | 
E firſt] 


— | g _—_— 


= 
. 
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firſt of all, God hath no 
pleaſure with fools, there 
45-2. controverſie between | 
God and them : they are 
ſubje& to all errours of 
judgement, and break out 
into all foule practiſes, and 
grofſe abominations ; fuch 
are deſtitute of the love, of 
the fear of Gods Majeſtie, 
of all truſt in bim * they 
are liable to all temporal 
judgements; and. void of | 
| ſound joy. * they love nor 
his people, but hate'them 
 rather,and perfecutethem, 
and if they fo remain, ſhall] 
- (hare -in everlaſting tor- 
ments in the loweſt hell. 
'Neigh. This 1s a verie | 
| miſerable "condition - in- 


| 


= 
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deed, who would remaine 
| willingly in ſuch an eſtate ? 
and yet this its the ſtate of 
moſt men , who know not 


. |with ſound and faving 
knowledge:who would nor 


_- ſouls? ( if this be 


what are the benefits that 
follow upon the attaining 
of wiſedome - 

Min. Such are recon- 


eth inthem, they ſhall be 
| kept from every cvill way, 
and by this finnes are ſub- 


knowing the exceeding 


what it is to be endued 


pitic the eſtate of poore. 


2 It 15 moſt certain) But 


ciledto God,Ged delight-| 


| dued : they are they, who|. 


abundant riches of Gods 


SIace, 


_ 


| | 


[| forth raviſhed with his 


| which theyu 
joy in him,as the moſt wiſe | 


| 
| 


' 
; 


| forcheads, and they love 


temporall, and quite rid of 


td... _ — CO _ 


and his lovely nature in 
himfſelfe ; are now ſo fatre 


love, that they now truly 
feare him becauſe of his 
truth,and almighty-power, 

5, a Cp and 


and potent diſpoſer of all 
things : foas hos muſt of 
neceffitie work their good | 
and glory.Now they know 


1 bis people, becauſe they | 


ſee his Image upon them, 
and his Name writ in their 


them,and are knit to them: 
for Gods ſake they are free 
from . all dangerous evils 


— CC 


nn In 


all [ Ph 


all torment eternall. And 
therefore SaLoMoN pro- 
nounces them happie that 
finde wiſedome, and that 
get underſtanding, ( that 
is) the man that beleeveth, 
to whom Chriſt 1s made 
 wiledome and knowledge : 
| as hath been before ſhew- 
je. | . l FI 
Neezgb. 1 pray you ipea 
alſo of ciatrccninede , as 
you haye. done of wiſc- 


| MOTE {ſenſible of the loſſe 

of it, and be more defirous 
to regain it by belecving on 
| Jeſus Chriſt, 


we may not underſtand (*:- 
| vill Juſtice, that morall 
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| dome: that we may be the]. 


| Ain. By righteouſnefle| 


- VET rue | 


R eſotued. 


it's included ) but it is no- 
thing to this y_ : Nor 
yet that legall Juſtice, in 
which ſome have excelled : 
for wpleſſe our righteouſneſſe 
exceed the righteouſneſſe of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, you 
cannot enter into the king- 


| dome of beaver, ſaith Chriſt 


himſelfe. Therefore Paul 
accounts all other righte- 
ouſneſſe as dung for this. 
But we muſt underſtand a 
divine, and fupernaturall, 
and . tranſcendent righte- 


| ouſnefſe, in compariſon 


whereof, all righteouſneſſe 
of ours areas Firhy ragges, 
as the Propher ſpeaks. The 


| righteouſnefie of: God, of 
| "B pulgeſ Chriſt, | 
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Chriſt, God-man \ who is 
the Lord our righteouſnes, 


here we underſtand. God 


ſtice,or righteouſneſs. We 
that beleeve know the want 

of ſuch juſtice* the abſence 
| of this righteouſneſflle 1s the 
waht of Gods _—_— de- 
prives us of Gods love, his 
| cate, his care, his eye, his 


| cingdome promiſed, ſpeci- 


all providence, of joy, bap- 
| pineſſe, excellency here, 
and glory everlaſting at the 
great Jy. Whereasthe ha- 
ving it by belecving makes 
$ jewels,his delight, 

and crown of olory,a royal 
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this is that juſtice which! 


hath made Chriſt our ju-| 


—— 


| diademn, his ſpouſe, inveſts 
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1! with bim, like unto him, 
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us with bis kingdome pro- 

iedwe bave his cyc,care, 
heart fet upon us, bis ſpeci- 
all providence hedging us 
about, wee arc” prevalent 


and ſhall ſee him with joy. 
in glory, and enjoy plea- 
fares at his right hand for 
evermore. _ | 

Neigh. And what may 
be ſaid, I pray-you, of San- 
| Rification ? for I cannot: 
heare enough of theſe pri- 
vil . Surely they are 
fles that we are un- 


| 


fills us with abundant trea- 
ſures; If theſe benefits fol- 
low upon wifedome and 


form O 
rby unbelicfe, and Faith | | 


righteouſneſſe, what are 
ED. 
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| they which follow: upon 
| allrogether when theimage 
of God is-fully reftored ? 
| Arn. By SanAification, 
underſtand no partiall ho- 
| | lineffe: as an outward pro- 
| teſſion of holineſſe, a fepa- 
rating from others: or an 
ſetting apart from anyof- 


as Jeremiah was ſancified, 
or others. But by ſanRifi- 
| cation underſtand that/ho- 
linefle of truth; or true ho- 
linefle , that holy-makin 

which CuxrrsT himfelfe 


as everlaſting wiſedome, 
' and the wiſedome of God. 
| DO the everlaſting righte- 


| ouſneſſe,the righteouſneſſe | 


fice in the Church of God, | 


 God-man was partaker of : | 


$ by 


i010 


—— 


of] 


I body, ſoule,and ſpirit:ſuch 


—_—— 


— 


of God:So alfo,everlaſting 


R eſolved. 


holinefle (for holineſſc be: 
cometh Gods ' houſe -for 
ever)the holineſſe of God. 
A _— holinefle in 


an holinefſe as makes thee 
fo be like: unto God in all 
manner of converſation. 
The wanting whereof 1s 
theabfence of GodsImage: 
for where one part is away, 
the reſt are not preſent. It 


2-man could be as wile as 
Chriſt himſelf, and ſhouly 


|] | be deſtitute of righteouſ- | 


neflſe,that wifedome would 
not avail:or it wiſe and juſt 
(as before) yet where holi- 
nefle is not, that wiſedome, 
that juſtice would not ſtand 


| = (for | 
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(for without bolinefſe no 


ſuch as are void of true ho- 


i Yao, are ſtript of Gods 
,and fo hke to Satan 


uncleane ſpirit ; fuch can 
have no fellowſhip with 
+ aa whoi - a holy God: 


his Majeſtic, of no ac- 
| count with his Saints, they 
are not of his Church, are 
at enmitie with holy ones, 
and ſo difpleaſers of Gods 

le, are curſed of God, 
and ſhall never ſtand up in 
his preſence, if they ſo re- 
| main. VV hereas by holines 
| of truth, they are fure that 
| | their wiſedome is ſound, 


man ſball ſee God) ſotharſ. 


_= then God, who is anf 


_ are of no receiving | 


righte- | 


-_ 


| everlaſting;they have Gods 


| much hononred' of | the 


righteouſneſſe perfe&t and 


Image reſtored, arc of| 
Gods fellowſhip, inhab+ 
ted by the holy Spirit, arc 
of great eſteem with God, 


' Saints, aftd are of . his 


'F God, and may e bold to | 


fight, without ſpot before 


| come into his prefence,and | 
| ſhall ftand up in the evill 
day, and be joyful! in glo- 
| Ty at Gods right hand : as 


' thoſe bleffed ones which | 


ſhall enjoy fulneſle of joy, | 


for evermiore: - 
Neigh.- Sir,l have wearied 
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; Church, alt faire in .his ] 


& pleaſure 1n hrs preſerice |: 


F 
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- 


me. Allied 
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j 


you quite, yet if it benot | 
em _ tedious 


| 
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| , {underſtand, 


I —————_—_ = ——_— 
- 


tedious to you, I pray you 
finiſh the-opening of this 
rext of Scripture. And I 
pray what is meant by re- 


we have thereby? | 
AMzeft. How can I be 


theſe ? they are my, meat 


| anddrink, my food and ap- 


rell indeed, and recreati- 
on. Should a man be weary 
of well-doing? You cannot 
pleaſe me better then by 
-propounding ſuch queſtt- 
ons abundantly, ſo you re- 

| ceiveany comfort thereby, 
and God may have his due 


you. By redemption we 
purchaſing 
from 


_— _— 


wearie. of ſuch things as 


demption,and what benefit | 


glory in opening them to | 


—__ 


| 
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' 
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| 


| bloud of Chriſt. We have 
; fold our ſelves for nought, 
; and are redeemed withour | 
money from the earth, 
from amongſt men, from | 
: out of every kindred, and' 
tongue, and people, and na- | 
'tion,from our vain conver- 

ſation received by traditi- 

| on fromour Fathers, from 

' Our enemies, and the hand : 


ms 


from ſomething, or ſome 
condition to a better. And 
( not to trouble you with 
Etymologies of words ) 
we ſhall inſ{ift onely upon 
one Scripture phraſe : e- 
demprion is ſaid to be the: 


——_— 


of all that hate us, to God, 
to ſerve him without feare 


| 97-i.4 


; 4 
| 


to penating joy , and to 
T4 2 fol- 
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follow the Lambe where- 
focver he gocth. Now be- 
fore we are redeemed, we 
are ſold to finne, to judge- 
meat, to a vain converſati- 
©n, to the ſervice of finne, 
and the ſlavery of Satan : 
yea we remain under wrath, 
1nthbe fire, liable to ever- 
faſting torments:but being 


begin to glorifte Gad in 
bodies and ſpirits : we now 
ſerve Gad without fear of 
enemies, in holinefſe and 
righteouſnefle every day. 
| Weare not our own, bur 
are taken up in the love of 
our Redeemer.,cxerciſed in 
his praiſes :there is a mani- 
teſt change in our courſes, 


Mm 


once redeemed to God, we | 
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abun- 
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| abundance of joyzfuch ng 


| 2new ſong, caſt themſelves 
down in the Lambs praiſe, 


ones, expect confidently 


roane after it, pray for it, 

ollow the Lambe without 
guile, are without ſpot be. 
fore Gods throne, fight for 
the Lambe, love not their 
lives to death for their te- 
Fimony, continue alwayes 
in the Lambes prefence, 
and can goe no more out. 
 O.! thus you ſee the mifery 
of rhe want of Gods L- 


} pineſſe of the reſtauration 


pertaineth. 


mage,and the abſolute hap- 


of the ſame to ſuch as it 


{ 


are united to redeemed | 


full redemption,wait for it, | 


IJ 
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 Nezgb. 1 doe ſee it ina 
- great meaſare, and admire 
it alſo. I know theſe are 
wonderfull things, and be- 
yond humane beleefe : how 
can mcer men aſſent to ſuch 
| myſteries ? they cannot 
ſinke into rheir hearts that 
ſogreat happineſle is recei- 


the neceſſities and the ex- 


ſhall I now get it, asat firſt 
you began to ſheiw * 


anſwer as if you did not 
beleeve. Such as would 


| 


ou. The true defire of it 


— 


ved by beleeving. I now ſee. 


Mtn, I doc anſwer you 
as 2 beleever, but I ſhall | 


_ | have Faith (in plain terms) 
| have it already; and ſo have 


mas 


cellencies of Faith : How |} 
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| death) then; miſle, of this | 
faith, 22& ſo be void: of | 
 Chriſt:Alas Sir,what ſhall 


{1t is In any mans POwer to 


Reſolved. 


good meaſure. 
Nezgb. Say you {o,(Sir?) 


be ſtript: of all outward 


I could enjoy faith after 


it advantage to. winne the 
whole world and loſe the |} 
fonle?but you do\not think | 


beleeve ? | 
Min, Noverlily, Faith is 
Gods ift,and comes down {| 


Ld 


| 


was never in any ſoule, bur | 
ſuchas haveirfirſt in ſome |. | 


then I hope I have ir, for I |. 
have defired it many years; |. 
and I can ſay, I had rather | 


things, yea of my life; ( if | 


th. 
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« ,j yet ſuch to whom power 
1s given to beleeve, may, 
F | - | and ought to uſe Faith, 
: 8! which is often called, in 
, holy Scripture, beleeving. 
And when the judgement | «{» 
is once truly informed,and | 
clearly inlightened, there 
Faith is not abſent. Such as 
are once taught the truth 
-of miſery, 'and the way to 
' mercy '; have, with that 
reaching at' that inſtant, | þ 
power beſtowed on them | | 
to beleeve. The judgement 
is informed truly; thewill 
| is confirmed:fofarre forth 
as the underſtanding is in- 
lightened ; what the under- 
| ſanding approves of, as | 
_ | good and neceſfary'; the 
KF a will | 
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'  Refotved, 
will imbraceth it inſtant- 
ly ; and ſo we get faith by 
getting ſound knowledge 
of the myſtery of belce- 
ving. And therefore Faith 
is ſaid to come by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word 
of God preached. 


Nezgb. 1 underſtand well | 
( I praiſe God ) but I pray 
you give me ſome Scrip- | 


tures expreſly toprove,that 


the way to beleeving 1s a | 


cleare information of the 
judgement, and true in+ 
lehtning of the underRtan- 


ding z and ſome inftances | 


Miz. For Scriptures, 


it is 2pparert in that tothe | 
Corinthians, where the 
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Apoſtle faith inthe latter 
end of the third Chapter : 
Fe all with open face, behold 


45 in @ glaſſe, the glory of the 


Lord , are changed into the 
ſame, Image, from glory to 
lory. So that when we ſee 
God in Chriſt, that fight 
doth alſo change into the 
ſame Im3ge:which proves, 
that the true knowledge of 
God in Chriſt, is attended 
with true faith. And there- 
fore it is put for it, when it 
is written : Thes is life eter- 


all, that they may know thee, 


| the oxely true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haft ſent. 
And if we adde that before 
| quoted in the 2 Corenth. by 
manifeſtation of the truth : 


+ we 


—__ — ———— — —{ COCC——__ _— 
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= 


| every mans conſcience in the 


_ 


Reſolved, - * 


wee commend our ſelves to 


ſight of God, but if our Go= 
ſpel ve hid (that is,the mani- 
teſtation of the Goſpel by 


our preaching it iSbhidto|_ 


them that are loft, in whom 
the God of this world bath 


blinded the mindes of them | 


that beleeve not, leſt the light 
of the gloriom Goſpel of Chriſt 
( who 7s the Image of” God ) 
ſhould ſhine unto them. Here. 
it is apparent; that the rea-. 
ſon why any doe not be- 


leevers, becauſe they are | 


not clearly inlightned,their. 
mindes are blinded by the 
devill, leſt the light ſhould 
ſhine unto-them : So thar 
where the light of the glo- 


——_— rr _ 


rious | 


fros) 7Þ* weak Chriſtian 


riovus Goſpel: of - Chriſt, 
{ doth ſhine, there-1s Fairh*? 
wrought inthe hearts of 
| ſuch ro whom. that light 
comes. For inſtance, when 
Peter. convicts the people 
that Chriſt was God and 
-Lord,whom they-had mur- 
thered , when they were 
once compunt they were 
not farre from beleeving. 
When the Eunuch was 
_— ho ge that 
rophecie of 7ſazab, 

| Pbylips preaching to nin 
ft you need not bid himto: 
leeve. As ſooneas Cor. 
aeinrs was truly informed 
of Chriſt by Peters preach- 
ing to, him, there was no 
great ado towork Faith in |: 
HO that 


_— 


| the' underſtanding opened 
to underſtand the holy 
Scriptures, as it appeared 


 Difciples themſelves, who 
ſtagger at him whether it 
| rebuked them, and opened 


they beleeved : according 
to that where it 1s written, 
Te ſhall be all taught of Goa. 
And, Every one that hath 


ther, cometh unto me. x27 
| Nezgb. I pray you add 
'toall the labour of yours, 


; 


al 


Reſolved, | 
that familie. In aword;the| 
true way © Faith istoget | 


| [it the holy Apoſtles and| 
after CyxtisTs death, did} 
were he or no, till having| 


their underſtanding, and fo| 


heard and learned of the Fa-| 


Rm 


- | fone more pains to ſhew a ; 


_ 
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|inlightned, I may alſo be 


| The weak (hriftian 
{#found for beleeving, that 


— 


my underſtanding - being 
ſure and know, that I am 


you have ſhewed, or. by 
ſuch'orher meanes' as you 
can diſcover, 

Min; 1 have given you 


ving, and I can but repeate 
them, and it may be, adde 
a few more. I told you God 
juſtifieth the ungodly : if 
you are ungodly, and are 


12 your heart that God raiſed 


a belecver by beleeving as| 


grounds before for belee- | 


certain of that, you are the| 
ſubje& of juſtification :*/f| 
you confeſſe with the mouth| 
the Lord Feſus, and beleeve| 


bem from the dead, you are| 


ſaved. | 
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Reſolved. | 
ſaved. This you confeſſe 


know,do you think youare 
by nature an ungodly one ? 
have you been a worker of 
1niquitie? have you {innein 
you ? do you know ſinne 
can never be purged out of 
'you cleane, but that you 
ſhall need Gods mercy all 
your dayes ? 


 faſtly beleeve; that I am an 
ungodly wretch, and with- 


fon : I have finne in me, 
| and looke for no freedome 
from it, but that it will re- 
main in meall my dayes. 


] Hin, | , 


before, and therefore you | 
| are atrue beleever if it be 
{| ſo. This is that I would fain 


Ne:zgh. All this I ftead-| 


out Gods mercy a damned} 


| 
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ht 
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' The weak (briſftzan 
leeve that Chrift came into 
the world to ſave finners., 
loſt ſinners ; and that you 
area loſt ſinner,ina damna- 
'L | ble ſtate by ſinne and int- 
1 | quirie'? 

T [ Neigh. I beleeve this al- 
| ſo, and doubt not of it. 
Min.. By whom doe you 
{look for ſalvation ? is it 
| onely by Chriſt Jeſus,or is 
$ | there any other way you 
{ | hope to be ſaved by ? 
E 3 Nergh. I look for ſfalva- 
tion onely by Chriſt Jefus, 
[| ornever look for ſalvation 
at all. - | | 

AMizift, Do you thinke 
that Chriit is-able to ſave 
you, notwithſtanding the 
EEE _—_—_great-| 
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| Reſolved. | 
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greatnefle of your ſinnes, 
and the grievouſnefſe of 
your iniquities ? 

Neigh. I doe belceve he 
is able, and doe not queſti- 
onit, or five way to any 
( doubt of this all-ſufficten- 
Cie. 

Hin. And yet are not 


you-2 beleever for all this, |; 


you arethe ſubjeR of juſti- 
| fication, you know the way ; 
to juſtification, and the 
meanes by whom, if ever 
| yoube juſtified. You know. 
nothing can let 1t;, and you 
need it, and what then 


ſhould not conclude your 
ſelfe a true beleever ? 


ſhould, hinder it, that you |: 
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| at all of any finfulneſſe, 


cie, nor of my neceſſitie , 


daily tanghttotry my faith 
Fe rt 


| Men. What ſignes? I 


4 


h Nityo you remember them 


i 


p 


TIC Or NO, as YOU CONCcelve : 
for I beleeve not that faith 
is ſo to be proved by fignes 
as ſomewould es. jan r2- 

ther fignes which ate in- 
deed works muſt be kriown 
| by their faith they proceed 
from, whether they be! 


{ nor of Gods graciouſneſſe, 
nor yet of his all-ſufficjen-! 


| 


4 


and yet me thinks, I ſeef 
not the fignes which I am| 


if you cn, thativve may fer]. 
whether rhey be:fo necefſa-| 


£00d or no. 


. nc = 


Neegh. ; 


{ not, according to that; re 


IN 


Nergh. What ſay youto 
the love of the brethren >: 
we are taught that is a ſigne 


of Faith, and that: every | 


one may know himſelfe by 
that whether he beleeve or 


know we are traxſlated from 
death to life , becauſe we love 
the brethren. 


Miniſt. That is a good | 


figne of the brethren one 
te another:and therefore it 
is propounded in the plu- 
rall number, by way of di- 
ſtinguiſhing betweene the 
wicked and the goaly, that 
we may. be able to diſtin- 


guiſh the Church from the | 


world. Ir is ſaid before; z 
this the children of God are 
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manifeſt, 


21, | The weak Chri(t:ar | 


| the devill + whoſoever doth 


manifeſt, and jbe children of 


ot righteouſneſſe is not of 


| God, aor be that loveth not 


bus brother. And it follow- 
eth : cHarvel not, my bre-' 
threz, if the world hate you, 
we know that we are tran{la- 


| tea from death to life, becauſe 
we lovethe brethren. And he 


proceeds to ſay : He that lo- 
veth net his brother, abideth 
£2 death. So that by this are 
diſtinguiſhed the true bre- 
thren, from the haters of 
| rhe brethren. But ſay that 

this is a figne of Faith, yet, 
who can love the brethren 
but ſuch a one: as knows 
firſt there are brethren,and 


| belceves himſelfe to be a} 
TE: ; brother; 
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brother, and ſo of the bre- 


{thren :and that theſe whom 


he loves are thoſe brethren 
which he judgeth to be 
tranſlated from death to 


+ [ life ? Sothat faith muſt goe 


before this love of the bre- 
thren, or elſe Faiths love 
may ftill be queftioned,un- 
lefle it afiſe from Faith:for 
it is Faith that worketh by 
love, and love muſt pro- 
ceed from faith, and there- 
fore wee rather know our 


faith by our love. Indeed 
wee declare our faith to 
others belt of all other 


|\things by this unfained 


love of the brethren:butwe 
muſt ſtill know, that the 


| love 


love by our faith, then our | 


| 


|. 
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eth from the love of God 
that begat thoſe brethren, 
and the love of God flows 


bath given Chriſt a ran- 
ſome for us. So that as it is 
confeſſed, that Faith may 
be known to others by the 


love of the brethren, and 


by the labour of that love, 
ſo that love cannot be con- 
cluded to be ſound and fin- 
cere, and acceptable and 
pleaſing to God, but by 
Chriſt in whom wee | be- 


love doth, and muſt flow, 
if it be ſound and' ſincere, 
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| love of the brethren flow-. 


from beleeving that God. 


leeve, and from whom all. 


_. | as the Agoſtle Peter ſaith: | 
| wade to your faith wyertue, 
2 | =, 


Md 


| 


| [is he - who: loves the bre- 
|thren fo, but his love may 


| Faith : and ſo,if this be orie 


[when this trippeth , faith 


to your Vertue knowledge, and 
ſo brotherly kindaeſſe and 
bvue: Sothat love-mnſt be 
added to faith in ſuch as:do 
alreadie beleeve : and who 1 


be ſtill liable to queſtion ? 
isit not alwayes defeQive 
and: failing ? is any- mans 
love perfe& and faultleſſe 
out of Chriſt ?if not,this is |. 
ſt;lla doubtfull figne , ſee- 
ing where it fails the Faith | 
is doubted of, and longer 
then love continues, a-| 
bounds, and chews it ſelfe; 
no longer doth it declare 


"—_—_— 


of the beſt fignes (as it is') 


| 
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':M is queſtioned. And ſo may 
 S be ſaid of all other finnes. 
by which we would know 
our ſelves to be found be- 
leevers. b 
Nergh. Would you not 
have faith known by ood | 
| then ? | 
Ain, Faith ſound and true || | 
8 is differenced from fained 
—_ and counterfeit faith, by 
: the lifeand porrer of it but 
itis rather to others then 
4 our ſelves, for wee know 
that life, and efficacie, and 
11 power, to be the life of 
BY faith, and to procced from | 
bY beleeyi orclſewe hold 
8 bur, a falſe life, 2 ſeigned | 
power, be it zeale or what 
elſe ever it may be. 
Nezgh. 
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1 for the increaſe and m2in- 


| khow whether our love' be 


Nezgh.” But' may not a 
man diſcerne his faith b 
his love, and his univerſil] 
obedience, and his finceri- 


tie, and ſuch like ? what} 


think you' of perſeveratice 
and conſtant oe of means 


 tenance of it , 1snot that a 
nod figne of true f2ith ? 
Main: But how ſhall we 


 ſoundzour finceritie of the 
| right kinde, our univerſall : 
i our perſeve- 


rance , beipleaſing to God, 


| and that. we COC'ON AS we! 
| ovght, unlefle'\ We doe be- 
leeve? Confeſſion with the 


how ſhall I know it good, 
| .Þ | Un- 


mouth is a 900! I fone * but i 
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ons.inthe holy Scriptures. 
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unleſſe beleeving, with'the 
heart doe inforce ut ? I be- 
leeved, and' therefore I 
ſpake, was the Apoſtles 
rule : not I ſpake,therefore 
I beleeved. Yourhall finde 


b 
* 


| 


This we are ſure of, that 
where true faith is, there is 
love, for faith worketh by 
love: and.there cannot be 
want-of finceritte, for faith | 
purifieth the hearr, ſuch as 
beleeve cannot but yeeld 
univerſall obedience, -þe- 
cauſe they know all ſuch 
obedience is acceptable to 


MIR, rererR WR oo—_—— "a — —— 
”—— a , | 


God: and the more obedi- 
| ent the better it is for the ; 

being they are not igno- 
Me rant | 


VWs 


_ 


rant. that God commands 


| nothing hurtfull, and ſuch 
cannot but goe from faith! 


ſtrength-ro. ſtrength ; be- 
cauſe they are. kept by the 


have finiſhed their courſe. 


| So that true beleevers con- 
| clude .not therefore they 
doe beleeve becauſe they | 


love, becauſe they are fin- 


|cere, becauſe they yeeld 


 univerſall obedience,or do 
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| perſevere:but rather,there- 


ſinceritie found; their obe- 
dience good, their perſeve- 


F 2 rance 


to faith,. and' ſo from} 


( 


power of Gop through | 
faith to. ſalvation, which | 
they expect;not- till they | 


nom 
« . 


ns i oe. om. 


fore doe they know their | 
| love 1s acceptable, their 
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ſouls apon it that our faith 


rance profitable by belee+ 
ving. ers] an T0! 
'Neteb., Are there not 
ſignes from which we may 
conclude dire@ly wee are 
beleevers, and pawhe-our 


is ſound ; as I have-heard 
ſome teach ;_ if ir be thus, 
and fo with thee, then. my 
ſoule for thine, thy faith 1s 
trueand ſound, and ſuch as 
the gates of hell cannot 
prevaile againſt. 


ſigne upon which a Mini- 
ſter may ſo farre venture 
himſelfe, nor any at all 


| whereupon the beleevers 
ſoule may reſt :unleſle it be 


_ AMinift, I know no fuch | 


the cleaving of bits heart to | 


Fr ET 


| - Rgſotved. 

2 promiſe, which is faith it | 
ſelfe. This is the befi-ſigne | 
of : Faith, or meanes by 
which faich may be known 
to be true : where it hath 
for its foundation, Chriſt 
Jeſus in ſome principle or 
promiſe of the holy Scrip- 


ly aſound beleeving heart, 
which will not; but cleave 
to, and dwell upon ſome 
particular promiſe of God 


rures. : | 
| - Nezgh, I underſtand not 
| how that may be : I pray ; 
| you, give me ſome inſtance. 


k 
0 


tures, which he can apply | 
to himſelfe;that being one- 


revealed in the-boly Scrip-| _ 


of ſuch® beleeving , upon | 
ſuch a yr WS | 


2 p, "7 
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! Kings, in the reſcue of has 


———Y 


 Miniſt, Take onely, for | 
example, that promiſe on ; 
which the Father of: the. 
faithfull leaned; and to: 
which he clave faſt, and 
from which he-ſtarted not; 
nor ſtaggered about it,not- 
withſtanding the dithcul 
ties of performance. The 
promiſe was : 'So ſhall thy 
ſeed be : Nriw if you con» | 
 fider the tory, you ſhall 
finde 45rabain a little be- 
fore a victory over foure 


brother Lot, after which | 
the Word of the Loky: 
came to Abraham in a vi- 
fion, comforting him, 'and_ 
ſtrengthening him; and 4- 


| braham being diſcontented 


(as 


—— 


Reſolved... 


(asit were) for'lacke ot a | 


childe;Godtook him forth 


abroad and faid,,. Lva&-xow | 
toward | Heavens ana tell the | 


ſtarres, if t thou be able to rnum- | 


ter them, ,and be. {aid unto | 


him, .S0 ſhall tby ſeed. be. 
This ; is the;promiſe which 


Abraham. beleeved, © and, | 


it was counted rehbns for 


rightcouſneſfle. This is the | 


promiſe the Apoſtle Pau! 
mentioneth, where.he tells J 


us, that Abrahom again | 


hope beleeved in hope, that be 
might become ths Father. of 
many Nations , according to 
that which was ſpoken : . So 
ſhall thy ſeed be. And ad; 
deth , fo Abraham” being 
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not wake : tbe faith, conſt- | ; 
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ud. 


—. Owl. 


_—_— —Yy 


1 


| | dered not his owne boaly 1 


wombe. He itaggered 
at the, promiſe of: G 
through unbeliefe, but 


——— 


| he had promiſed, he 
| able alſo toperforme, 


was imputed to him, 


dead, when be was about an 
;  bantred eaves old : neither 
| yet the deadneſſe of Sarab's 


therefore it was imputed | 
| unko him for rightequſnes. 
Now this was not.written 
for bis ſake alone, that it 


for ps alſo, and therefore 
thatit may be imputed'to 
US alfo, let us likewiſe take 
notice of ſome promiſe to 


now 


not 
OD 


was | 
frrong in the faith, giving | 
glory to God, and being 
| fully perfiraded that what 


was 
and 


but 
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reſt on.And fora RES 
what better and more di- 
ref promiſe.can we finde 
then that of Faith,' or that 
word which . 1s .called the 
Wardof Faith:That zf thou 
ſbatt, confeſſe with thy mouth | 
the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt be-' 
leeve in thine beart that God 
hath razjed him from the. 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved # 
ficreisa bromiſe of ſalva- 
tionto Faith; and a deſcri- 
prion! of the ibeleever ro 
whom the promiſe is made; 

the manorperſoato whom 
the promiſe runnes, is ſuch ; 
2 'One' as! belecves in the; 
heart that 'God 'raifed up 


the Lord Jeſus from the 


| GrSLIRR confeſſeth him to 
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The weak Chriſtian 
| bethe Lord Jetus with his 
mouth : -that-15:he; whoſfo- 


| 


| everhe be, that doth know 


his want of 'a Savionriand 
ſalvation : and doth-. ac- 
knowledge the Lord Jeſus 


our, which is not onely 
willing to fave.( as Jeſus 
implyes ) but able to fave 
(as Lord imports)andthat 
this Jeſus: the Lord: laid 
down his life for mans of- 
fences : and as: he laid-1t 
down, fo he took it to him 
again, and was raifcd up by 
the power of the God-head 
to life for mans juſtificatt- 
| on. He that truly thisbe- 
leeves, and expe falvati- 
on by beleeving, be ſhall be 
| ſaved. 
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ro be that one onely Savi-. 


WI 


4* 


> SE _ = & 4 'Y hr hu. 


DO —— 


OY Fes -- a Mb #7 Fo . * L9G 3 
LY q ad Ya 7 ——momndee 
«nm 6 I m.. 2 V - poſt $24 . COA 
L 
. % 
"SY » + A 


faved., Or if you will have 
| a more plain ground of be- 
leeving,,' which .cannor |be 
excepted againſt;,: nor op? | 
poſed by any gain-ſayer : 
take that-ſo worthy a ſay- 
ing, ſo.faithfull ofall tobe. 
accepted:oor: rathtt by all 
to be embraced: That Chr ſt 
Jeſus came tatd the world to 
ſave: frners. Here is a 
ground for beleeving, ifthe | 
wholevohime of: the 'Scri- | 
pture containe 'any.!' For 
what can be: excepted: a- | 
<a himthattaketh it for 

is ground. ?. let: him'be, 
what he wall, iEleſeriouſly | 
have recourſe to-this'Scri> 
pture,bow-can he be pluckr 
from it?For inſtance. Iwill 


take | 
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| this is no ſagdy. foundation: 
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take It.tO my ſelte tor my 

ground, Lay thus « Chriſt 
; » unemns into theworld- 
to-\{ave ſinners.” On this I 
do reft-as my foundation, 
this I hold up as my ſhield: 
Look, here s*my.Rock-to | 
which Lhave recourſe; this 
is. my buck lerwith which I 
defend my ſelfe +: Let'the 
waves now beat, the raine 
deſcend, the: winds blowe, 


let all the frery darts of the 


| ſhicld, that will:eaſily be 
| batrered-: .whap:tan Sitan | 


| what:can mine own confſci- 


cevill be letloofegthis is no 


Hy 'tormy-.charge #: what 
can the ry Xtuſe me-of ? 
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| not here all anfiverable? - Inj - 
one word; men, devils, or 
| any eſe,:can buc'tell me 1 

Kc afiiner:the more-grie- 
| vous the: accuſations, the 
more ſound the Concluſfi- 
.o0ns- for comfort to mee. 
Yea, fay they ſhould-ob- 
je& that Chriſt came not 
to ſaveall ſinners. Could 1 
| not reply, he came to ſave 
all ſuch finners as cleave to] 
him for ſalvation?Say they 
urge all penitent 4 INNeFs, 
jand T acces e me of 1impeni- 


= Co—_— 


tencie. I anfiwer ; Impeni- 
rencie is a finne,this proves 
| me but a finner tilt, and 
| concludes for me that he] 
| Feametofave me. - - | 
Weigh, This is'a Rrange | 
| and | 
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| xi}. It is not poflible 

that the gates of hel ſhould| 
"| prevaile againſt bim that 


The weak (hriftian 
and-'a ftrong Argument, 
that all accuſations ſhould 


——_— 


frame. your concluſions, 


and all mens' that: ſticke to 


it, as I perceive by your 


urging of it : Surely -it-be- 
gins to yeeld .me ſound 


.comfort when ;] conſider 
{t-: I ſee not which waya| 
man thar ſticks faſt to it, 


ſhould be ſhaken or mo- 


imbraceth it, and will not 
off from it: indeed if a man 
wil be beaten off, there is 
an adverfary will lay about 


{ bim , and hat fiery darts 


enough to ſling atus, and 


"_ voy 
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will 
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will beſtir him-every way : | 


| but if you obſerve the:A- 
|poſtles manner of pro- 
| pounding: of it, and -for 


what cauſe; you ſhall yer 
ſee the ſtrength and force 


| of it tobe much more then 


yet you conceive. He tels 
us. before, that he was: a 
blaſphemer, and a perſecu. 
tor, and injurious : but he 


| obtained mercy, for he did . 
{it ignorantly in unbelicfe, 


and the. grace of God was| 


|exceeding abundant, with| 


faith and love which is-in 


| Chriſt Jeſus. Now leſt any 
|ſhonld donbt whether.? az! 
| was not deceived; but had 


obtained mercy indeedand 
in truth; he proves itby this 


ho — 


argument :| {| 
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| That zt rs 4 ſaying worthy of 
| all acceptation - that It is ia 
ifaying-worthie pf- imbra- 
| cing and receiving ,'by all 
| meanes not? to be 


| Ptur6s. is'to be valued, fo} 


7 
> 


|this chiefly and above all 


———— 


Cbriftian 


admire: hedothmot onely 
[tell us ; it:isa —_ fay- 
ing { for ſo he ſpeaks upon 
GR aca aadelhns ) Hoe 
heiaddeth, that:whioh Wee 
never fande, onely: once in 
the holy Scripture,and that 
1n the ſame Epiſtle too: 


over fleightly, or to be dif 
regatded:asaltholy Scri-! 


| thew NE as:that which:tht 
[Reader may ſtand at; ang 


fed] 


\ 


% 


other Scriptures is by all] 
|  meanes] 
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meanes to be : received n with 


credit,/1r being the ſcope | 
and end of all: the holy 


Scriptures : that Chrijt Je- 
ſu came tnto the world to 
ſave ſinners, of whom 1 am 


the chiefe, (ſaith he. ) Thus' 


then -ſtands.his ment. 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave finners:I am 
the chiefe of finners, for 1 
was 2 blaſphemer, a perſe- 


cutor; and injurious:there-} | 


fore lice” came: into the 
world to fave me. And he 


addes alſo, that for this | 


canſe he'obtatned' mercie, 
that in him firſt;or chiefly, 


as he was chiefe of finners, 


Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew 


forth all long-ſuffering for | 
ad 1 - 


135] |} 
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- | a patterne to them who! 


| Paul tels us what he was, 
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ſhould hereafterbeleeve op] 
him togverlaſting life. So| | 
that Paw/proves he-had ob-) 
tained mercy by this faith- 
fall ſaying. So may every 
true. beleeyer prove. his: 


happineſle. the ſame way. 


 whathe is, and doth it by; 
way of example, patterne, 
 Or-.1nſtance / to beleevers. 
So that once againe I, fay, 
thus Chriſt Jeſus came ifito 
theworld to fave ſinners: 
Iama ſinner, if I were, or 
had been a perſecutor, or 
I7EZL pe Sree 
1njurious to the Saiats:4f I 
had bound and haled men 
and women to priſons, and 


compelled them to. blaſ- 
| pheme 


— 


— —— — 


| 


| 


4 


Pheme or contradre : if I 


| had affited their putting to | 
j| death in my-ignorant rage 


againſt the/power of god- 
linefle ; yet could I con-. 
clude thar Chrift Jeſus 
cameintotheworld to fave 


je& ( as before ) he came 
intothe world to ſave re- 
pentant finners, and belee- 


ving ſinners, [I ſhould fill | 
| reply : My repentance, ofr'| 
that unbeliefe which Jam 


uiſtie of, it is but finne ; 


Chriſt - Jeſus - therefore 
 came' to ſave me. If they 
ſhould urpe- farther: But 
ſuch-as Chrift came to 
fave, te came to make wiſe, 
juſt, and holy; and to free 
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| me. Ard if any ſhould ob-'| 


_them | 
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many finnes, and flaverie! 
that any. folly, « Orinju tice, 


that: flavery "which I fceme: 
'tobe in, 'is but the effe& of 


finne;Chriſt Jeſus came to| 
{aye ſinners, not from lins | 


quite onely, but: from the 
 ponichmesnt-alfo, and from 
all theevils : and God hath: 


made him wiſedome, righ- 


and tedem ption eternal, 
(as you have heard before ) 
therefore he came intothe 


__ 


world to ſave,and ſantifie,| 
and rm_— and make.me 
_ wile 


" The weak. Chriſtian | 


them from: the power-of\ | 


of ſome evils, to which I 
lam ſubje&. I anſwer Rill,| 


.or, corruption which re-| 
mains.inme;/is but ſin, and} 


teouſneſſe, ſanQtification, 


-” 
- 


_ 


[| ment. 'I cannot fee how 
1] there can be any dangerous 
, *. ty, * ©4424 » * 6 ada of þ * | 

oppoſition to that ground, 


{wiſe unto' cterball life. © 
|\' Nzigh. 1 thank you'for 
I|chis; {arid bleſſed be God 
{that he hath revealed the 


{ſubje& of ſalvation being 


| ' Reſolved, a 
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myſterie to the ſonnes of 


it 15 to me the beſt buckler 


that ever I conld appre-|- 


hend in all the holy Scrip- 
tores: for I ſee many pro- 
miſe, but on ſuch conditi- 
ons as they ever become 


{|| liable to queſtion, and ſub-| 

P\jea to doubting : and I. 
could finde no reſt for the 

| fole of my foot on any one | | 


to'this day. But now the 


2 ſinner, as the obje& of 


ee 


— 


ten. edt. Ada add. dt. & 
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; 32 ungodly 
one, theſe {cttle me 1n the: 
faith, and I have arguments 
enou Fo prove my ſelfe 
a uſted one, and a ſaved 


v 


one ; for a more ungodly 
wretch there. was -neyer, 
nor a greater-. ſinner the 
world never ſaw: I ſuppoſe 


ſelfe 2 world of -ungodl1- 
neſfſe, a ſea of ſinne Fand a 


very fountainofallmanner | 


of 1n1quitie. , 

- AMazniſt, The more finne 
is acknowledged, and the, 
danger apprehended, the 
more certainly granted, 


then, Iam, I may well ſay | 
| Tami chicfe: for ſee ſome- 
{thing in others, but in my 


juſtification , in regard of || 


-. and|- 
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aboundeth , there- grace 
much'more abounds ; the 
depth of miſery ſhall finde 


| £22 thy weak 


| promiſes appliable where 


: Reſo Foed, __ 


and; the more is ſalvation 
apptopriated';where ſinne 


a farre-greater depth of 
mercy. Gods power moſt 
appearethiwhere mans frail- 


| tie moſt prefſeth:as rothat | 


Apoſtle, Hy grace ts ſuffi-' 
cient, for my power 35 manifeſt 

weaknefſe, ' - OS 
'Nezrgh. But how are th 


there are conditions ur- 
ged? as, If we would jucge 
our ſelves,we ſhould not be | 


'\judged of the Lord : and, If 


we confeſſe our ſinnes, and 


forſake them,we ſhall finde 


jmercy : 'O Bleſſed are the 


poore 


> 
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nt 


— 


—_ 


| che kingdome.of heaven: and 


| runne to faith, by which 


' inneabſolutely,or js truly 
| poore in ſpirit 2 if we (hall 
| examine . every Circnm-! 
{ Kance of povertie in ſpirit, 
| and. the like, where ſhall | 
| any ſuch man become, but | 
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poore 5H ſpirit, for theirs 45 


ſuch like? : 


© Min, Allſych promi- 
ſes, of whatſoever nature, | 


onely. wee. performe, the 
condition :. for who can 
judge himſclfe perfedatly, 


or can confeſle and forſake 


his owne ſelfe-judgement, 
it will be liable-to exce 

tion,his confeſſing and for- 
king ſinne faultie, and his 


povertie of ſpirit full of 
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pride 
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| pride and exaltariom? | 
| ' Netgh. How ſhall Wee | 
then apply thefe promi-] | 
fes, and make them ours, } | 
| | if it be ſo thar they areſoj; | I 
il difficult, ' and wee having | 
[| | not the condition exactly} | 
in our ſelves as, that ſor-j |} 
[| | row for ſinne, that fruit-{ |} 
 fulneſſe of fervent prayer, } | 


| 5nd found reformation | 


which God cals for ? 
| eMinift, This is rhat | 
| | | which is difficult indeed, | | 
| | {to'be rightly underftood, j } | 
| | jand truly applyed ro any: | | | 
| } For he that ſhall Took for | | 
any of theſe in bimſelfs, | 
| [and thereupon conclude 
he may beleeve, fhall ne- 
ver beleeve : becanfe fome | 
| = G a" 
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|. The weak Chriſtian 
| defe@t in theſe will alwayes 
appeare,, andthe conditi- 
on muſt be fully ſound, or 
the application will be wa- 
vering and full of doubts, 
the confidence ſhaken: e- 
| ver and anon-: and there; 


may, Or Can, Or ever ſhall 
be able to finde in bimſelte, 
is onely this : that he 1s 
deſtitute of all theſe; and 
he may ſee what he ſhould 
be, never what he is,, and 

ſo look to Chriſt for full 


ſupply, or goe without all 


| mile at all. : ids in vans 
| It was Chriſt that jud- 
| ged himſelfe, having taken 
| mans finnes upon: him- 


= —— — no 


| fore all that a beleeyer: 


A————————_— 


ſolid comfort in any pro | 
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Reſolved. . 
ſelfe;..it was the. that con-| 


was-.pOOre.in-ſpirit-'s and;\/ 
ſo Fall 'other PEING | 
that __ be mentioned ; 
they, "maſt, be looked, for 
wh ere they are;that i is,0he- | 
Gn. Chriſt, Jeſus, .and by |: 

briſt Jeſus ys all theſe | 
bleſſings flowunto us. 2-For 
in bm, and through bim, and 
by him, are all things oxely. 


Al the promiſes * God in | 


hmm > are . yes: .avd . Amen. | 


The\.promilcy . arc; yea in 
Fee x ng but nay..tous. 


| wizhoge Chrift : For they; 
| G 5 are. 


ry © "i 
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feſled ſinne,. 2nd forſooke, | 
it truly : he had true ſor-|: 
row for ſinne : in him were]: 


all thoſe; fruits fongd : he || 


We 
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[145 _ The Trot Gfres- | 
1 JSREE 
= are made on ſuck conditi- 


4 | dition, and ſo faith makes 


| be | challenged that- w 
| but in Cha they Rue 4] | 


| ro have performed the con 


ons as deny them us if they | 


2nd Amer S ev 
- that-beleeveth, Pages 
ts thepromiſeand the con- 


us not onely fay hold-orr 
the wife, but- makes os 


mer enth it makes ns poore 
, tre apr 

neck mc gra ers of righ 
Grounds of 
it, mercifull, pure im-:heart, 
PEace = - makers , and right 
ſufferers forrighteouſneſſe | 


4. — 


| ſake, and fo fixeth bieſfed- 
us,: and yeelds | 


neſſe up 
us s the 


ingdome of Hea- | 
; ven, 
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to do all thing 
to exclude all other 


and .cfteemge 


Jſefe.... 


Del 


graces, 


them as ,need- 


Hinh. To Salvation. 
and Juſtification, I "apr 
| nor. acknowledge 
1 ther way but 


any, o- 


leeving 


Nay Faith ſhall be $9 


G 3 


if FiInded if it incroach 


= 


| ven,found and laſting com-1 : 
| fort, the inheritance of the | 
| Earth, to be filled with <e- 
verlaſting righteoulſneſle: | 
we ſo obtaine mercie,, ſce 
| God, are truly called, as 
weare Gods children, 2nd 
are ſnare of Gods kingdome | 
here, and the great reward 
hereafres. 

Nezgb. You make. faith 
s, and ſeeme 


FF r48. 
= upon free Juſtification * I 


- 
Pt > ee at as 
—— 


[Py power, of his Spirit. 


The weak Chriſtian 


| know © no. Faith pleaſt ag; 7 by 
| God out of Chriit, and 1 
that love which attends it, |} 
is alſo. in Chriſt Jeſus : for |, 


- ſs Gith the Apoſtle : The 


| grace of God. was exceeding 
| abundant with faith and love 
| whith & in Cbrift Feſms, | 
Gert Faith ONCE, and fo! 
Cutiſt; and” you; ſhall be | 
| furniſhed with graces , all 
[fulneffe is then your ; ONE, | 
| and ſhall flow from*you, : 


| before, where Chriſt was 
roved our all in all: As 
without hin, 8-3 

rom him, they"can *cin 'doe&' 
nothing. : ſo.in vim, atid 


La 


x | 


KIM, 


| aShath been ſhewedar Jabge S 


Reſotued. 


be putting off and] on more 


{ | and more, all their dayes 
1 | theworks of the fleſh goe | 
off, .now the former con-. 
verſation, the old man, 


which is corrupt accordin 


vaniſh, lying,: corrupt an- 
ger, cer ifaneſſ> , '1dle- 


 catian; evill ſpeaking, bit- 


lice;: fornication; unclean- 
neſſe-, covetouſnefſe, theſc 
are. not - once / named -a- 
mongſt-ſuch-:; neither fil- 
thineflſe, nor fooliſh talk- 
ing, nor jeſting: ; now. no 


terneſle; .clamour, all ma- 


| 


| | |etiey ſhall bring - torth | 
#1 4 much fruit, :now ſhall they 


\ 


tothe deceitfull laſts, doth : 


nefſe, corrupt communi- | 


fellowſhip... with' the un- | 


—— 


| 3} +1: 2g G4 fruit- | 


m—— 


: as | . 


a> 


a ——. 
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if x50/ Ti ve weak Chreſtian ; | 
{ fruitfull workes of dark- 


| covered by ſpeaking truth, | 


m—_ 4 


neſſe can be retained :-and 
' on goes the new man, dif- 


honeſt labour , kindneffe, | 
love, circumſpet walking, | 


| 


| 


| ther, and to all megacoor-/ | 
| ding to feverall ages,ſtates, 


| 


| Gods wrath the ſooner: | 


J 


| ing, reading, prayer, and e- | 
ſpecially 'grving thankes : | 


Your more' to underſtand 
what is Gods will by bear- 1 


now there is 'awilling fab- | 
mifſion of each one to ano- | 


ſexes, and conditions : and 
all theſe not that they will 


leaſe God the more; or: | 


uſe - they will-elcape”- 
but for that the love of 


redemprionof time,indez- | 


__ Chriſt | 


——_ 4 


[| Chriſt may not be blamed, 
| and that - theſe thitigs are 


| doth transforine them in- 


| walke by the guidance of 


' 


| 


ant} they khow they wuſt | 


live not, but Chriſt Jeftts 


{ Gods Spirit, and fo Fed 


fs 


Chriſt © con ofttaines them ; 


slorifie God-before'men, 
and that the doarine of 


good and profitable to| 
men, that others may be 
con rained roglorifie our. 
God and Father alfo, and 
theſe that beleeve cannot | 
walke ocherwiſe, for-they 


liveth in rthern, and faith 


to Chriſt, that they are caſt 
into a new mould, and' 


another Spirir ; theſe are | 
Gods ſonnes , and led by 


m—_— _ - 
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; Few fchanke they-can. glo- 
rificthat God ſufficiently, 
nothing being more grie- 
' Vaus unto them then'Gods 


ſing unto them then the ex- 
him who hath called them 


marvellous light. - 

+ {Nezeb. 1 dounderſtand 
you well (1 praiſe God ) 
and ſhall not trouble you 
but. with _,one queſtion 
more, and that is this : 1 
Fees you, may a man thus 
| beleeve, and periſh after- 
wards ? 

Miſt. As the bitten 


diſhonour; nor more plea-| 


preſſion of the praiſes of 


.out of; darknefle - into his | 


> ooo abs $a we ot: ht 0 CE 
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Iſraelites » having . once| 
j looked on the brazen. Ser-- 
— pent,, 


| 


| once © beleeved on - Jeſus 


| miſed expreſly , nor onely 


\ 
hy 


| olved, | 
__—_ "OE" 
pent,, :feared + death 'no 
| more ©: So thoſe that have 


Chriſt cannot periſh, but 
have everlaſting life : for 
ſo; faith Chriſt © 7 am the 
agore, if by me any man en= 
ter , be ſhall be ſaved, and 


paſture, 'Aere ts a promife 
upon entring in once, ſuch 
as are ſo entred in by be- 
leeving in Chriſt, are pro- 


ſalvation, but the meanes 
that bring them thither : 
for they ſhall goe in and} 
out and finde paſture ; and 


he gives eternall life, and 
thev | __ 


goe 14 anwu out, and finde|. | 


ſuchas heare Chriſts voice W 
doe beleeve, and to ſuch 4 - 


YA -4 | LC m— — — — 
% v4 _ . Y - 


CC RI Tt TA 


F \xs 4 


| 


3 


— 


The weak Chriftian 4 | 


they ſhall never perith,nor | 
ſhall any be able to plucke | 


them out of his hand: yea, | 


ſuch as are once received 
( asall true beleevers are ) 
ſhall be holden up;for Ggd 
is able to make them ſtand, 
and Faith is of that grow- 


ing nature, it groweth ex- 


ceedingly. So that ſuch as 
are once righteous, ſhall 


| hold in their way, and wax | 


ſtronger and ſtronger , as 
the Spirit refſtificth. 
Neegh. I am exceeding 


| afraid 1n theſe evill times, 


Teſt if I come to tryall, I 
ſhall not hold out , but let 
 goe my profeſſion. F, 

- Miz. There 1s no cauſe 


bo 
"Zi J—_ 
7) 
Se * « 


wy you ſhould ſeare if you | | 


looke, 


JE CO 


_—_—— 
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| looke on your Telfe , you 


| tain, you will caſily give ©-] 


| who is able ( as you heard; 


| not faith that makes you 
| ſtand, that preſerves you, 
{ that keeps you ; that God; 
| gives faith, and he protects | 
]you by his owne power! 
| through faith unto. ſalvati- 


A 


——_— 


Tm 
cannot hold out that's cer-: 


ver the cauſe : but there js- 


|a Spiritin you,a Chriſt on || 


you, 2 ſtronger then you, ! 


to make you ftand : it is: 


on. Is not Gods power 


| ſufficient for you ? Hath 


he not faid, he will never: 


So that the -Apoſtle tels 
| you expreſly, ſo that wee 


” 
k. £1 


may boldly ſay, The Lord 


_ Is ; 


* — nd wth. "oh ”—_ 
teri 


faile you, nor forfake you ?} - 


| 
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T The weak. + Cbrition 
| is-our c helper, WEE: will'n not 


feare' what man: ſhall doe 
unto_ us : ſeeing | Jeſus 


| Chrift, the ſame yeſterday, 


and to day, and for ever; 
what he ever was to any 
that beleeved, he is to us, 
and will be to all thar doe 


called you by name, you 


| are his : When thou -pa{- 
| ſeſt through 'rhe water, I 
{will be' with thee, and' 
through the Rivers , they: 


ſhall not over-flow- thee : 
When thou walkeſt tho-! 
row the fire, thou ſhalt 
not be burat, neither ſhall 


| the. Hlame kindle upon 


thee : 


= 


beleeve to the end of the| 
world. Hath he redeemed 
[you 2? Feare not, he bath 
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| theo ::-He gave Egypt:ifor 
thy 'ranfome, and becauſe 


: of 
— __ U 
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ſight, be-will give man 
| for thee, and people: for 
| thy fake. - 518 1 

Nezgb. I thanke Go Þ»Þ 
[for your helpe, and this 
- | irong conſolation I have 
| received :-I hope [I ſhall 
be the better for-this dayes 
Conference as long as 1 
| live. : 


| theſe in miemory, they will 
lead you on to much more 
in holy Scriptures : anely 
| forger not theſe, bur cal] 
them often to your remem:- 


thou art -precious in his | 


Miniſt. If you retaine| 


|brance;eſpecially inwhom.[ 
and by whom you have all . 


map -- 
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#38] The weak {briftian &c. 
{ſound canſe of comfort 2 
{and know;that he that hath 
[kept you till this day , will 
{preſerve you, and preſent 
[you blamelefle before his 

own preſence with excced- 
. [ing joy : To whom be glo- 
[ry, and bonour, dominion, 
{and power, aſcribed now: 
[and for ever. fmen, 


Neigh. Amen. 


Ce me after thy lo- 


mouth, Pal. 119.88. © 
't 1am thine, ſaveme: for T 
Pal, 119. 94+ 
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ving kindneſſe: ſo ſhalls| 
IT keep the teſttmonzes of thy | 


have ſought thy precepts. 
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